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THE BOOK YOU ARE HOLDING 

 

The book you are holding in your hands, dear reader, is the result of painstaking work of the wellknown 

historian, ethnographer, Doctor of History Evgeny Chernetsky. The idea of creating this book also 

belongs to him. What is the uniqueness of this publication? The book is based not only on historical 

documents, which the author painstakingly collected and studied thoroughly, but also on stories and 

testimonies of eyewitnesses, on their memories. 

 

So, dear reader, here it is the story of one shtetl, one small but unusually close-knit Jewish community 

that gave the world many famous names and left an impressive mark on the architecture and history of 

Belaya Tserkov. I hope that you, my dear reader, will be interested to learn how shtetl Jews turn into 

scientists and grandmasters, actors and musicians of world renown. 

 

Our thanks to the author for his objective view on the events of the past, for his fidelity to historical truth, 

and for treasuring the memory of the Belaya Tserkov Jews. Since the Jewish and Ukrainian people have 

shared many unforgettable glorious and tragic pages throughout their history I am certain that most 

readers will find names of their friends, relatives or neighbors in this book. Preserving their memory is its 

main goal. 

 

With deep gratitude and respect to the author, 

 

Natella Andryushchenko 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF BELAYA TSERKOV: A BRIEF HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

 

Jewish life until the end of the 18th century 

 

The first known Jewish community in Belaya Tserkov was established at the end of the 16th century. It 

was then, as later sources testify, that the oldest known Jewish cemetery was founded here. In 1620, the 

Belaya Tserkov Jews already presented such a meaningful competition to the local merchants that King 

Sigismund III granted Magdeburg Rights to Belaya Tserkov. As a consequence of the ban for the Jews to 

reside in the nearby Kyiv (1619), the community of Belaya Tserkov had to have grown significantly. On 

the eve of the entrance to Belaya Tserkov of the Cossack army headed by hetman Bohdan Khmelnitsky, 

the local Jews evacuated, warned by a hetman’s letter to the town’s deputy head.  

 

The full revival of the Jewish community in Belaya Tserkov took place at the beginning of the 18th 

century, when, according to the Treaty of Pruth (1711), the Cossack Right Bank of the Dnipro River 

returned to Rzeczpospolita (official name of Poland). Belaya Tserkov was then the capital of the eldership 

(de facto until the summer of 1779), and then the Belaya Tserkov county, which was the private property 

of the great crown hetman Franciszek Ksawery Branicki. 

 

The map of Belaya Tserkov in 1769, compiled by Russian cartographers, shows a synagogue 

("Zhidovskaya school") located in the city center between the fortress (on the Castle Hill), the castle (now 

the art school No. 1) and the Jesuit monastery (now BNAU (Bila Tserkva National Agrarian University)) 

that is currently Cathedral Square.   

 

In the second half of the 18th century, the Jewish community of Belaya Tserkov, like the Berdichev 

community, was one of the largest in the Kyiv gubernia. Its population during this period ranged from 

600 to 1500 people. The sharp decrease in the population was probably due to the aggravation of the 

socio-political situation in Rzeczpospolita (Koliyivshchyna, 1768) and epidemics (the plague of 1770). 

 

In the middle - second half of the 18th century, Belaya Tserkov, thanks to the missionary activity of the 

Jesuit monastery, became one of the centers of the conversion of the Frankists (followers of the self-

proclaimed messiah Jakub Frank) to Roman Catholicism. Converted Jews (neophytes) acquired the status 

of Polish gentry. During this period and throughout the first half of the 19th century neophytes, their 

families and descendants formed a prominent group among the local gentry. 

 

From the end of the 18th century to the fall of the Russian Empire 

 

According to the 1795 census, out of 1,428 Belaya Tserkov Jews recorded in the Belaya Tserkov kahal, 

38 people (their family members included in the count) had the status of merchants of the 2nd guild, 87 

were merchants of the 3rd guild, and 1,303 were petty bourgeois. Besides Belaya Tserkov Jews, the kahal 

also included 668 Jews who lived in many surrounding villages. 

 

At the end of the 18th - early 19th centuries, it was the Jews who supplied various goods (primarily the 

so-called colonial ones) to the magnificent court of the Count Branicki family, as well as materials 

(particularly lime) for their large-scale construction projects in Belaya Tserkov, their country residence 

"Alexandria", as well as in other properties they owned. 

 

In 1806, Count F.-K. Branicki entered into an agreement with the Belaya Tserkov kahal to resettle all 

Jews from the densely populated Old City between the Castle Hill and the city defensive wall to the New 

City that was to be formed around the previously erected Shops (Trading Rows), built in the classical 

style according to the design of the Count’s architect Dominic Botani. 

 

By 1810, the process of relocation and building new streets was completed. Thus, in Belaya Tserkov a 

new shtetl was created that united the Bazaar Square (now the Torhova Square) and the surrounding 
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blocks. While building their new homes, Jews put a lot of effort into building basements that made it 

possible to significantly increase the size of living quarters without increasing the rent for the land. This 

underground infrastructure created a network some elements of which are found from time to time even 

today. 

 

Several times large fires almost completely destroyed the wooden buildings of the shtetl (New City). 

After that, the most prestigious part of the shtetl – the Bazaar Square and adjacent streets – was gradually 

built up with stone houses some of them having two storeys. They belonged to the richest Jewish families. 

The poorest part of local Jewry lived on the eastern border of the shtetl. Only in this area documents 

record even dugouts. This area was named Gruzia (from Yiddish - grass, or from Polish "gruzy" - remains 

of destroyed buildings, ruins, conflagrations). 

 

The contribution of Jewish entrepreneurs to the economic growth of Belaya Tserkov was significant. In 

the second half of the 19th century, having only the status of a town, Belaya Tserkov, together with the 

gubernia capital city of Kyiv and the district town of Berdichev, were the largest urban entities of the 

Kyiv gubernia, larger than other 10 district cities. The Jewish community at that time accounted for more 

than 50% of Belaya Tserkov residents. No wonder the Russian writer N. Leskov called Belaya Tserkov 

“the second Jewish capital” after Berdichev. 

 

The rich spiritual life of Belaya Tserkov Jews was linked to their economic success. There was a yeshiva 

here whose prestige was enhanced by two of its students: Rabbi Yitzchak and his son, Rabbi Yaakov, 

who became famous rabbis in the communities of Mountain Jews (North Caucasus). The number of 

synagogues in Belaya Tserkov fluctuated, at times there were more than twenty. The majority of local 

Jews were Hasidim. From the mid-19th century to the end of the 1930s, one of the branches of the 

influential Chernobyl Hasidic dynasty of Tsadik Twerski was associated with Belaya Tserkov. 

 

While under the rule of the Russian Empire, the Jews were burdened by discriminatory legislation that 

interfered with the spiritual and traditional life of the communities. For example, in 1846-1847, Belaya 

Tserkov Jews, in particular older people, had to apply to the authorities for permission to dress in 

traditional Jewish clothes. In Belaya Tserkov, attempts to convert Jews to Orthodoxy, the state religion of 

the Russian Empire, never stopped. There were indeed cases of such conversion, although this 

phenomenon did not become widespread. At the same time, in Belaya Tserkov, cases of conversion of 

Orthodox Christians to Judaism are also known. These converts immediately became objects of police 

investigation, and their cases were considered in courts. 

 

After a lengthy process of coordinating documentation and construction, the Great Synagogue building 

enhanced the image of the town in the late 1850s. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the synagogue 

members were strongly influenced by Zionism, which was reflected in the mourning events after the 

death of T. Herzl (1904). The rich spiritual life of Belaya Tserkov Jewry created the environment where 

the talents of its native sons, the famous cantors and composers Pinchas Minkowski and Yossele 

Rosenblatt, were shaped and where they took their first creative steps. 

 

In the 1880s, Solomon Rabinovich lived, worked and began writing in Belaya Tserkov, here is where he 

became Sholem Aleichem. He immortalized the life of Belaya Tserkov Jews in his works that are part of 

the world classic literature. So, the birth of the modern Yiddish literature that dates back to 1888 actually 

took place in Belaya Tserkov. The fate of many prominent Jews whose names are inscribed in world 

politics, literature, art, science, economics and sports is also associated with this town. 

 

Ukrainian revolution of 1917-1921: social and political life 

 

Following the February 1917 revolution, the abdication of Emperor Nicholas II and many subsequent 

changes (particularly, the abolition of social boundaries and the introduction of a single legal status for 

all), the restrictions, including the Pale of Settlement, that governed the life of Jews in the entire Russian 
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Empire for over a century were terminated. As a result, many Jews moved from Belaya Tserkov to Kyiv 

and other large cities.  

 

At the same time, in late spring - summer 1917, significant social and political changes took place. The 

provisional government granted Belaya Tserkov city status which gave it the right to establish a self-

governing body, the Belaya Tserkov City Duma. For the first time, elections were held for the members 

of the Duma, a significant part of whom represented Jewish factions (Tzeirei Zion, Bund, a group of 

artisans and cabbies). David Rutgeiser and Abraham Eisenberg were elected to the positions of chairman 

deputies, and Yiddish became one of the four working languages of the Belaya Tserkov City Duma: 

Ukrainian, Russian, Yiddish, Polish. One of the secretaries who chaired the meetings in Yiddish was 

required to also be fluent in Hebrew. 

 

Jews took up a number of positions in the executive agency – the City Council – set up by the Duma (I. 

Nastaskin headed the finance department, and I. Zak the health department). The work of these agencies 

in 1917-1919 is an example of Jewish-Polish-Ukrainian cooperation and mutual respect, the ability to find 

solutions to complex problems in difficult socio-economic and political circumstances. Also, the Belaya 

Tserkov City Duma and the government did a lot to help refugees who fled pogroms in nearby towns and 

villages.  

 

The pogroms of 1919-1920 

 

The first known pogrom in Belaya Tserkov took place on October 21-22, 1905 during the third wave of 

pogroms of the beginning of the 20th century. Evidently, it was provoked by the Imperial Manifesto 

published on October 17 that announced some democratic reforms, like the establishment of State Duma, 

freedom of conscience, and others, aimed at weakening the revolutionary movement. The cruelest 

pogroms happened in Odessa, Kyiv and Ekaterinoslav. In Belaya Tserkov there were victims too, the 

Black Hundreds and local tramps robbed houses and broke windows. Beatings, robberies, and window-

breaking continued at night. In response, the Jews organized a night watch. After the October pogroms, 

the Jewish community of Belaya Tserkov declared six months of mourning. 

 

The local Jewish community experienced the greatest violence during the pogrom wave of 1917-1920. Its 

first signs were Jewish refugees, who flocked to Belaya Tserkov already in the late spring of 1918 (in 

particular, from Stavyshche). Already in November of the same year, the Belaya Tserkov Jews learned 

that they had to pay a ransom in order to release hostages. Later, the demand for money became 

increasingly common, and it came along with acts of physical violence (beatings, rape, murder). In 1919, 

Belaya Tserkov trembled from pogroms more and more often. They were organized by the Ukrainian 

People’s Republic (UPR) army and ataman detachments that declared their affiliation to the UPR army, 

Bolshevik military units, and troops of the Volunteer Army led by A. Denikin. Jews were killed in the 

hundreds. There were instances when the Ukrainian intelligentsia appealed to the commanders of the 

rioters to stop the atrocities. But the appeals had only a temporary effect, at best. 

 

In connection with the pogrom horrors, the emigration of Belaya Tserkov Jews sharply increased. 

 

The period between the world wars 

 

It’s well known that the policy of the Bolsheviks in the 1920s contributed to the development of ethnic 

cultures. During the Ukrainianization, Belaya Tserkov found room for the development of Jewish culture. 

Vivid examples of Jewish cultural accomplishments are linked with those of the Ukrainian theater 

director Les Kurbas. In 1921, the drama studio that he founded in Belaya Tserkov consisted of an 

Ukrainian department that employed 24 people and a Jewish department that employed 28. After Kurbas 

moved to Kyiv to create the famous creative group "Berezil" there, a third workshop “Berezoli” was 

organized in Belaya Tserkov in 1923. It had a Jewish section that staged the revolutionary play “October” 

translated into Yiddish.  
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Thanks to the rich theatrical life, Belaya Tserkov joined the group of cities where famous troupes toured. 

Published accounts preserved memories about the tour to Belaya Tserkov of the Moscow State Yiddish 

Theater (GOSET) with the celebrated S. Mikhoels. Many Belaya Tserkov performers linked their lives 

with prominent theaters. For example, accordeon player Lev Blinder worked at the Meyerhold’s  State 

Higher Theatre Workshops.  

 

In 1929-1930, all Belaya Tserkov places of worship, in particular, synagogues, were closed and 

nationalized. Among them was the Great Synagogue. Locals dedicated to the protection of historical 

buildings (for example, the founder of the museum Stefan Drozdov) and experts with an all-Ukrainian 

reputation, like art critic Fyodor Ernst, protested in vain the destruction of this architectural treasure with 

the wonderful carvings in its interior. 

 

The times were getting even more dire. In 1932-1933, the Belaya Tserkov district was engulfed by the 

Holodomor. As mainly city dwellers, Jews evaded the millstone of this genocide, conceived and carried 

out by Stalin and his henchmen with the aim of subjugating the Ukrainian peasantry. In this context, we 

should not ignore the fact that in Belaya Tserkov the Ukrainian Kostiushko family was saved from 

starvation by the Jewish Gorobtsov family.  

 

The closure of synagogues did not mean that religious life also ceased. It went underground. But the 

Soviet repressive machine began to hunt for chapels set up in private residences and for religious leaders 

who continued to lead religious services in dangerous conditions. Among the latter were two rabbis from 

Belaya Tserkov – Shulim-Ovsey Twerski, son of Gisel, and Leizer Shapiro, son of Aron. In 1938 they 

were arrested. The first was sentenced to five years in a labor camp in Kazakhstan, and the second was 

executed. The charges against them included allegations that they appealed for help from relatives and 

charities in the U.S and wrote to them about the plight of local Jews.  

 

Many Jewish residents of Belaya Tserkov either left the city, or were persecuted. The martyrology of the 

Belaya Tserkov Jews who were executed or sentenced to various terms of imprisonment listed 70 names. 

In reality, there were more. 

 

Catastrophe 

 

On September 1, 1939, relying on the support of the USSR (the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact), Adolf Hitler 

started World War II. On September 17, his ally Joseph Stalin joined him in the partition of Poland, 

annexing Western Ukraine and Western Belarus. The Wehrmacht and the Red Army then held a joint 

parade, and on June 22, 1941, the German-Soviet war began that in the USSR was called the Great 

Patriotic War. 

 

The German attack was swift, and the Red Army lost hundreds of thousands of dead and captured soldiers 

and officers in 1941. Belaya Tserkov companies were evacuated. What could not be saved was destroyed. 

The planned evacuation covered only the Party and executive nomenclature, as well as specialists useful 

to the Soviet government. The rest had to work for the defense of the city and dig ditches until the last 

day, and then they would be left to their fate. The railway station was guarded to ensure that no one left 

the city without permission. 

 

Rumors about the massacres of Jews by the Nazis have already reached the Jewish population of Belaya 

Tserkov. Therefore, some people went on foot in the direction of Rokitne planning to jump on a passing 

train there. Both along the way and on the train the probability of being strafed by Luftwaffe was high. In 

those days bad weather became good news. 

 

On July 16, 1941, Belaya Tserkov was occupied by Wehrmacht. While the front moved farther east, 

leaving the city deep behind enemy lines, here as elsewhere in Ukraine the Holocaust began. The Nazis 
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sought to wipe out all the Jews whose fault was only that they were Jews and by their existence they were 

preventing the full implementation of the Nazi racial theory. 

 

For a short time, the Lenin Square was renamed into Hitler Square. It played a role in the murder of 

almost all Belaya Tserkov Jews who remained in the city at the beginning of the German occupation. 

Many buildings were destroyed during the bombing. In mid-August, a fire broke out that engulfed 

buildings along Karl Marx Street (now Les Kurbas Street). A single surviving photo shows those 

buildings burning and a few looters. Jews were blamed for the fire. About 20-30 people were shot in the 

courtyard of the Belaya Tserkov District Department Store (BRUM.) This was the first execution of Jews 

in Belaya Tserkov. Their bodies were buried near the square.   

 

On August 19-22, groups of Jews were crossing the square. They were then led to the boulevard through 

Peretz Street (now Bohdan Khmelnytsky Street) and parallel streets. Across the street from the printing 

house (now Bilotserkivdruk, LTD), Jews were sorted and sent to a military unit, next to which a war 

prisoners camp and a place for mass executions and burial were setup (Kryty market area). Other 

locations, both in and outside the city, were also used for this purpose. For several days, the rest of Belaya 

Tserkov residents saw or at least heard how about 4,500 local Jews were shot. 

 

The symbol of the Belaya Tserkov Holocaust was the shooting of about 90 young children, who for 

various reasons were not found during the extermination of local Jews and were collected over the next 

few days. For a long time it was believed that those children and a few women (in particular pregnant 

women) were kept in a house that is now replaced by several buildings on Yaroslav Mudry Street 

(Kashtan store). But recent studies have determined that the children were kept in a house located 

somewhere on Rokitnyanska Street (now Sholem Aleichem Street) – apparently, not far from the military 

unit. The horrifying story of the children’s death is described in the archival documents of Yad Vashem, 

the World Holocaust Remembrance Center in Jerusalem, and published in the “Encyclopedia of the 

Holocaust”. The children were shot after several days of detention without food or assistance. This page 

of history was researched by Sergei Burlaka and published in his brochure "The Fate of Jewish Children 

of Belaya Tserkov during the Nazi Occupation" (2019). The brochure is in Ukrainian. 

 

Some Jews managed to avoid executions by hiding in Ukrainian families. The Nazis, using a police force 

staffed from representatives of different nationalities (many Ukrainians among them), searched for Jews 

in the city even toward the end of their reign. Nevertheless, through the efforts of orphanage workers and 

local Ukrainians, several dozen Jews survived the German occupation in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

The Nazis sought not only to kill all the Jews, but also to extinguish the memory of their existence. That 

was the reason for their systematic destruction of the old Jewish cemetery in Belaya Tserkov in 1943. The 

local residents were obligated to work on the destruction of the cemetery every day. Whole matzevahs 

and their parts were stored as building material. Based on the known finds, matzevahs were used as 

building material mainly after the liberation of Belaya Tserkov from the Nazis. A few of them have been 

found and returned to the Jewish cemetery. 

 

Losses among the Jewish population of the city during the Nazi occupation 

 

The issue of establishing the number of Holocaust victims in Belaya Tserkov is extremely difficult. The 

auxiliary police did not keep records of those executed. The register of Jews discovered in the city that 

was kept by the police secretary D. Colonius, has not yet been found. The documentation of the German 

occupation authorities was not found either. 

 

Neither did add clarity the "Act on the atrocities of the German fascist invaders in Belaya Tserkov" drawn 

up on the second day after the liberation of the city (January 5, 1944) by a commission consisting of 

Senior Lieutenant V. Kotov (chairman), physician V. Gorokhov and a resident of Belaya Tserkov A. 

Evchuk. The report testified that near the war prisoners camp No. 334 (known as the military unit No. 7) 
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the Gestapo installed a 100x75 meter barbed wire fence with one entrance. In that enclosure open from all 

sides mass executions were carried out. Residents of the city I. Katusenko and A. Evchuk (during the 

occupation, the first worked as a blacksmith in the camp, the second as a stoker - S. Burlaka) said that 

three pits were dug outside the fence, measuring 50x3 meter and 2 meter deep each. The victims were 

brought here in cars twice a week and chased to the pit two at a time; on the edge of it stood the 

executioner who forced them to lie down and then shot them in the head.                    

 

The filling of those pits, according to the commission, began in the spring in 1942. In total, there were 

4200-4500 corpses in them of executed men, adolescents, children, women with babies. To cover up their 

criminal deeds, in August 1942 the Nazis dug up the remains from the pits, piled them up, doused them 

with flammable substance and burned them. The corpses that could not be retrieved were burned inside 

the pits. 

 

Obviously, this mass grave contained the remains of other citizens, but, without a doubt, most were Jews. 

The commission drew up the act on the testimony of only two people. The remains were not exhumed. It 

is unknown what formed the basis for determining the number of victims - personal observations, 

testimonies of eyewitnesses or something else. 

 

This place was not immortalized for posterity or at least marked in some way. Mass executions were also 

carried out on the territories of the military units No. 3 and 7, in the forest near Shkarovka. It turns out 

that the Jews suffered first from the Nazis, and then from the Soviet regime that pretended not to notice 

their tragic fate in this war. 

 

A comprehensive “Encyclopedia of the Holocaust” states that the total number of victims among the 

Jewish population of the city was 4.5 thousand people. This is almost 50% of the pre-war Jewish 

population, which matches the estimates for the Kyiv region and Ukraine. In 1939, according to official 

sources, 9,284 Jews lived in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

Belaya Tserkov’s Righteous Among the Nations 

 

The penalty for harboring Jews was death as they were considered racial and political enemies of the 

Third Reich. The Nazis arranged show executions for those who hid Jews. But despite that, many 

residents of Belaya Tserkov risked their lives to help Jews. During a search in one of the houses in the 

Zarechye district at the end of summer 1942, policeman Eske found a Jewish woman in the oven. She had 

no chance of survival. We do not know what happened to those who helped to hide her. 

 

A telltale article in the "Dzvin voli" (The bell of freedom) newspaper, written by the police secretary D. 

Colonius claimed that many townspeople were hiding Jews: “We have such ‘women’ in Zarechye and 

Rotok districts, so charitable and Jewloving who still give shelter to Jews and Bolsheviks. To identify 

these traitors to the white race is to fulfill your duty to life in peace” (the article was published in July 

1942 - S. Burlaka). 

 

With the help of fellow countrymen, some Jews managed to escape. On the Wall of Honor in Yad 

Vashem, there are names of 12 Belaya Tserkov residents recognized as the "Righteous Among the 

Nations" – those who saved Jews during the Holocaust. Here are the stories of some of them. 

 

With the beginning of the German occupation, Daria (Odarka) Shutenko with her daughters Taisia and 

Valentina tried to evacuate from Kyiv to the east. But the roads inland were blocked, and they had to 

return to Belaya Tserkov. Later they moved to the village where Odarka's mother and stepfather, 

Matriona (Motrya) and Ivan Romich, lived. On the way, they met a Jewish woman Berta Mosyakina from 

Kirovograd who asked them for temporary shelter for herself and her 5-year-old daughter Ada. 
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Odarka invited Berta to go with them to Trushki, the neighboring village. Ivan and Motrya decided that it 

would be safer to hide Berta because her appearance could expose her, and they called 5-year-old Ada 

their orphaned niece. They sheltered Berta in their barn. There she spent days, and at night she moved to 

the house. 

 

Berta found out that Odarka's husband, Vladimir Shutenko, was the commissar of the partisan detachment 

and the secretary of the underground district committee of the Communist Party of Belaya Tserkov 

district, and that Odarka was a liaison officer of the detachment. Odarka's mother and stepfather knew 

about her anti-fascist activities and supported her. 

 

On August 8, 1943, the Germans, together with local police officers, came to the house and arrested 

Odarka and Ivan. Then they set fire to the house, and Motrya Romich, who was ill and could not move on 

her own, died in the fire. Odarka’s daughters Taisia and Valentina and Berta’s daughter Ada were not at 

home at that moment, they were taking a walk by the river. 

 

Their neighbor Nikolai Kravchenko sheltered the children at the house of his aunt, Sofia Patsenko. At that 

time, he lived there too. He told the girls that their house was burnt down and was surprised when they 

told him that a Jewish woman was hiding in the barn. Nikolai and Sophia rushed to the locked barn and 

took Bertha to their house. Berta and Ada stayed with Sofia Patsenko until the liberation of the district on 

January 1, 1944. 

 

For their anti-Nazi activities Daria (Odarka) Shutenko and Ivan Romich were buried alive near 

Volodarka. 

 

On October 23, 2000, Yad Vashem conferred the honorary title Righteous Among the Nations on Daria 

Shutenko and her daughter Taisia Shutenko-Forsyuk, Ivan and Matriona (Motrya) Romich, Nikolai 

Kravchenko, and Sofia Patsenko. So, at the cost of two lives, at the risk to their own children, they saved 

two Jewish women - a mother and a daughter. 

 

And here is another story of two Belaya Tserkov families: the Ukrainian Kostiushko and the Jewish 

Myaskovsky and Gorobtsov. Aleksander Kostiushko, his wife Maria and their three children had friends – 

Anna Myaskovsky, her parents and children, Gregory and Mindlya Gorobtsov. This Jewish family helped 

the Kostiushko family in the 1930s during a terrible hunger. 

 

Since the beginning of the occupation and the persecution of Jews, the Kostiushkos tried to do their best 

to thank their Jewish friends and somehow help them. First, they brought food to their homes, and then, 

when Gregory was sent to forced labor, they tried to deliver food to the camp. Eventually Gregory 

managed to escape from the camp, find his mother and they left the city together. 

 

After wandering around the district, they reached Vasilkov, where they were hiding in abandoned 

buildings and cemeteries. And when they were completely exhausted they met Praskovia Pogorela, a 

young widow and mother of three children. Praskovia hid them at home and for twenty months divided 

her meager food equally between her children and the Jews. To ease Praskovia's burden, Gregory 

sometimes left his refuge and found temporary jobs in nearby villages. 

 

In October 1943, Gregory went in search of work again and found a job for several weeks in a village 

near Vasilkov. When he was about to return to Praskovia's house, he was prevented by fierce battles 

between the German and Soviet armies that took place near Vasilkov, as a result of which the city was 

liberated on November 6. Gregory had no choice but to return to Belaya Tserkov to the Kostiushko 

family, where he unexpectedly met his uncle Leonid Gorobtsov, who had been hiding in the basement of 

the Kostiushko’s house since August 1943. 
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For a month, the uncle and his nephew stayed in the basement and the Kostiushkos devotedly took care of 

them. But concern about the fate of his mother made Gregory start looking for her. He failed to cross the 

front line and, returning to Belaya Tserkov, he fell exhausted right in the middle of the street. Gregory 

was found and picked up by Nikolai Navrotski, a friend of the Myaskovsky family since pre-war times. 

For the entire last month before the liberation of the city, Nikolai and his wife hid Gregory in their home 

and took care of him. 

 

After the war, Gregory, his mother and uncle Leonid settled in Kyiv and maintained friendly relations 

with their saviors. 

 

On November 30, 1997, Alexander and Maria Kostiushko, their son Piotr, Praskovia Pogorela, as well as 

Nikolai Navrotski and his wife were awarded the honorary title Righteous Among the Nations. 

 

We do not know how many Jews were actually saved by nameless heroes. Some believed that they were 

simply fulfilling their civic duty, while others, considering the wave of anti-Semitism that arose 

immediately after the war, decided to keep silent about it. 

 

List of the Righteous of Belaya Tserkov 

 

Today we know these names. 

 

The Righteous Among the Nations: 

 

Gurbich-Bodylova Yelena 

Kostiushko Aleksander, Maria, Piotr 

Kravchenko Nikolai 

Navrotski Nikolai & wife 

Patsenko Sofia 

Romich Ivan 

Romich Matriona 

Shutenko Daria & daughter Taisia 

 

The Righteous of Ukraine from nearby towns: 

 

Pogorela Praskovia (helped save the Gorobtsov family) 

 

Ivichuk Anatoly 

 

The Righteous Woman of Babi Yar: 

 

Satskova Vera (the nurse who saved Musya and Yasha Gorlovetsky) 

 

 

Jews in the Resistance Movement 

 

Jews participated in the armed resistance. Thus, the secretary of the Belaya Tserkov city committee of the 

Communist Party (of Bolsheviks) of Ukraine S. Bruz remained behind enemy lines to work underground 

and was appointed to the post of reserve secretary of the Kyiv underground regional Party committee. In 

June 1942 he shot himself while German punitive authorities were trying to arrest him. 

 

The fighter of the partisan detachment, commanded by I. Kryzhanovsky, was Katzman. According to 

official documents, he was Nikolai Naryshkin. At the beginning of the occupation, hiding his ethnicity, he 

was able to get a job as an interpreter in the Hungarian military unit that was stationed in the city. He 
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helped the underground workers with weapons, documents, passed on important information. Over time, 

he became part of a partisan detachment. 

 

After World War II 

 

The return of Jews from evacuation to Belaya Tserkov was associated with great difficulties. Most of 

their homes were bombed, burned, plundered. The surviving houses were occupied by someone else. 

Therefore, the pre-war owners were greeted with hostility. Very often they were unable to return to their 

homes and had to rent housing. There is a well-known example of Evgenia Indiktor, who returned to 

Belaya Tserkov from Uzbekistan in October 1944. She managed to settle in her home only thanks to the 

petition of the prominent scientist N. Vavilov. He was asked for it by Evgenia's brother Bentsion Vul, a 

famous physicist, who at that time already was a corresponding member of the USSR Academy of 

Sciences. But few of the Belaya Tserkov Jews could enlist such influential help. 

 

Mourning thousands of their relatives and neighbors killed by the Nazis and being in difficult living 

conditions, Belaya Tserkov Jews needed spiritual support. It is known that in the mid-1940s there was an 

illegal synagogue on A. Gordynsky Street. In 1944, the Jews of Belaya Tserkov appealed to open a 

synagogue on 7 1st Brovarnya St. In 1945 they were allowed to open a synagogue on 2 Gruzia St. where 

it used to be before the war. Its rabbis were Moses Feldman, son of Bentsion (from 1944 to 1951; on May 

26, 1951, he was sentenced to 10 years in prison, and was exonerated in 1989), Itsek Zagrebelsky, son of 

Boruch (from 1951 to 1952), Joseph Zeigermacher, son of Khaim (from 1952 to 1956), Nuta Divinsky, 

son of Zusya (from 1956 to 1959) and Yakov Gendler, son of Aron (from 1959 to 1961). It is known from 

official statistics that the number of members ranged from 50 to 300 people. In 1961 the synagogue was 

closed. After that, the spiritual life of Belaya Tserkov Jews was completely transferred to their homes, 

where prayer meetings took place (sometimes with the awareness of the authorities). 

 

The allocation of a Jewish section at the so-called Kyiv cemetery was important. This cemetery looks 

very similar to the city's Orthodox cemeteries of the second half of the 20th century. On some of the 

gravestones, next to the Russian inscriptions, there are inscriptions in Hebrew, with occasional mistakes 

in them, which attests to the gradual decline of Jewish traditions in the post-war USSR with its 

widespread anti-Semitism. 

 

In front of the Jewish cemetery, with the support of the patron Alexander Podolsky, a high stele was 

installed to immortalize the memory of the Belaya Tserkov Jews killed by the Nazis. For a long time it 

was the only place of commemoration of the Holocaust victims in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

Independent Ukraine: Community Revival 

 

In the late 1980s, the fall of the authority of the CPSU (Communist Party of the Soviet Union), general 

liberalization, and later the collapse of the USSR and the creation of an independent Ukraine made it 

possible to revive the cultural life of Belaya Tserkov Jews. On October 29, 1989, on the initiative of 

Khariton Abramovich Berman and Zakhar Lvovich Pavlotsky, the revival of the Jewish community in 

Belaya Tserkov began – the Belaya Tserkov Society of Jewish Culture named after Sholem Aleichem was 

founded. The revived community was headed by cardiologist Khariton Berman (from 1989 to 2005). 

 

At the same time, the Council of Veterans was organized that united the former frontline soldiers. Much 

attention was paid to the veteran organization by the chairman of the community, a participant in the 

Battle of Stalingrad Kh. Berman. At various times, the Council of Veterans was headed by Lazar 

Matveyevich Chudnovsky, Daniil Mikhailovich Altshuler, Mark Samoilovich Lokshin, Leonid 

Filippovich Lipkin, Nikolai Mikhailovich Sheinkman. All of them fought in the war and had military 

awards. A few notes about the activities of the Council of Veterans have survived. The list of the late 

1990s - early 2000s included 62 Jewish veterans of the Second World War, among them 13 women. The 

activists of the community veteran organization were Maria Isaakovna Tsalyuk and Raisa Mikhailovna 
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Bondarenko. The veterans often met, discussed urgent issues, recalled the past and, according to the 

tradition of that time, spoke to schoolchildren about Belaya Tserkov.   

 

The Sholem Aleichem Jewish theater “Gute Freint” (“Good Friends”) was the same age as the revived 

Jewish community. Its leader and director was Anatoly Efimovich Klurfeld - a tireless enthusiast, 

organizer, expert in Jewish literature and music. He staged performances and holiday and theme concerts 

based on his scripts. The theater performances were staged in Ukrainian, Russian, Yiddish and Hebrew. 

The sweet home of the theater troupe was the knitwear factory club where rehearsals and performances 

were held. Sometimes the “Gute Freint” performed in the House of Culture of the agricultural equipment 

plant. Several times the theater took part in festivals. At the first All-Ukrainian Festival of Jewish 

Theaters in Simferopol, the “Gute Freint” received the 1-st degree diploma. A few years later, at the same 

festival in Kyiv, it received the 1-st degree diploma again. At the international festival "Wandering Stars" 

the theater showed a concert program "On Sholem Aleichem Street". A. Klurfeld connected the script 

with the history of Belaya Tserkov where, as you know, the great Jewish writer lived and worked for 

several years. The theater had toured throughout Ukraine many times. The troupe was numerous and 

distinguished by a high level of performance. They played "Wandering Stars" by Sholem Aleichem and 

the requiem "Babi Yar". The musical comedy "Ah, this wedding, wedding!" by M. Zhvanetsky had great 

success. 

 

Whole families participated in the theater. A children's choir was organized. Many members of the troupe 

are remembered in the community. They were people of different professions. Yakov Marmalevsky was a 

talented actor and singer. His wonderful Tevye is still remembered today. He knew Yiddish very well and 

had an amazingly warm voice. The artist and singer Mikhail Mazyuk was very popular among the 

audience. The first theater troupe consisted of 51 people. Here are some of them: Leonid and Marina 

Dimant with their children Elena and Alexei, Masha and Klara Rosenfeld, Tanya Tokar, Zakhar 

Pavlotsky, the Kopityansky couple, Leonid Gutman, Zhanna Chernetskaya, Lyusik Aybinder, Asya 

Khomenko, Yan Vinokur, Inna Yaroslavskaya, Regina Bilogur, Marina Tsesis, Rimma Shapiro, Galina 

Frenkel, Rita Zaritskaya, Raya Tiverovskaya and her son Gosha, Mikhail Berman, Semyon Barsky and 

his sons Maxim and Slavik, the Brodsky and Roybak families, Klara Sofyanovskaya, Bella Nudelman and 

others. Later the theater included Anna Gashenko, Zhanna Rudyanskaya, Alexandra Veksler, Lyuba 

Yunosheva with her daughters Marina and Lyuba, Rosa Chernovol, Fira Bogomolova, Emma Vaiman, 

Oksana Mazyuk, Olga Lets, Tatiana Bozhenko, Alexander Yarmolyuk. The theater orchestra consisted of 

Felix Kushnir, Svetlana Dzyuman, Semyon Barsky, Valery Katz, Nikolai Rudyansky, Alexander 

Vishnepolsky, Vladimir Novitsky, Semyon Ros, Sasha Ganapolsky. The “Gute Freint” Theater and, first 

of all, its leader A. Klurfeld, played an important role in introducing members of the community to the art 

and culture of the Jewish people. After A. Klurfeld moved to the USA in 2001, the theater practically 

collapsed. For some time, a small theater group was led by Alexandra Veksler. But they failed to revive 

the theater.     

 

In 1991, a Sunday school began working in Belaya Tserkov by teaching Hebrew, Yiddish, the history and 

traditions of the Jewish people. Its directors were Mikhail Greenfield (from 1991 to 1996), Vadim 

Guralnik (from 1996 to 1998), Svetlana Zanko (from 1998 to 2008) and Tatiana Kirishun (since 2009). 

For several years, Sunday school classes were held in secondary school No. 2. And after the opening of a 

general Jewish school in the community, the Sunday school moved there. 

 

Thanks to their creative talents and organizational skills, many members of the community have become 

famous both in Belaya Tserkov and beyond. Among them, writers Alexander Borschagovsky and Yakov 

Rutgeiser, Honored Scientist Viktor Radzinsky. People's Artist of Ukraine Alexander Zlotnik, head of a 

construction company Semyon Zlobinsky, chairman of the city Society of Jewish Culture named after 

Sholem Aleichem Khariton Berman were awarded the title of Honorary Citizens of Belaya Tserkov. 

Together with the Honored Builder of Ukraine Eduard Nivelt and the music teacher, poet Vera Spivak, all 

of them entered the Golden Fund of the city. 
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In the 1990s, the Jewish Agency Sokhnut opened an office in the city. Olga Guralnik, Tanya Gushchina, 

Elya Malakh, Lena Lerer, Ella Kushchenko worked as coordinators there at different times. There were 

many elderly Jews in the city who needed help and looking after. So volunteer visiting nurses started 

working in the community. This work was supported by the Magen Avot organization. 

 

In 1997, the Chesed Organization began to work in the community. Its activity was aimed at providing 

various assistance to the Jews of Belaya Tserkov and the region. Initially, the organizer of this work was 

Larisa Shekhtman. During 1998-2016 Basya Albina was the Chesed coordinator. During this time, 

assistance programs expanded significantly. They helped to improve the quality of life of elderly Jews. 

Chesed conducted some cultural programs as well, for example, Literary Living Room Green Lamp 

began to work. Its first leader was Emma Vaiman. Then it was Lilia Vertepnaya. Literary meetings 

gathered not only members of the community, but also lovers of poetry and prose from all over the city. 

They listened to invited authors. The talented members of the community Harry Serdzhaliev-Shapiro, 

Yan Baitman, Zhanna Rudyanskaya, Emma Vaiman and others introduced the guests of the Green Lamp 

to their work. The poetry of Vera Spivak was especially popular. She wrote even at a very old age. She 

managed to publish two collections of poetry. Lyudmila Ogurtsova, Chara Bublitskaya, Raisa Fedotova, 

Sonya Axelrod were active participants in the Literary Living Room. Tatiana Furman introduced the 

participants to the poetic heritage of her husband and son. An expert of literature was Miron Grach, a 

teacher at the Bila Tserkva National Agrarian University. The atmosphere at Green Lamp was very 

friendly. The chairman of the community Bronislav Murakhovsky gladly supported the Literary Living 

Room, came to its meetings and sponsored sweet tea parties.    

 

In the late 1990s, the Sholem Aleichem Jewish Culture Society started a then-new project – the women's 

club "Beit Nashim". The club's council included universally respected Sofia Berman, Maria Pavlotskaya, 

Emma Vaiman. Zhanna Rudyanskaya was elected as the head of the club. The main goal of the club was 

to bring women into Jewish traditions. The topics of the meetings varied: everyday life, health, culture, 

cuisine, hobbies, etc. Women-war veterans were surrounded by special attention in the club. The 

permanent members of the women's club were Evgenia Onoprienko, Tatiana Sroinde, Tatyana Lev, Nina 

Nevinchanyaya, Raisa Zagorodnyaya, Rosa Chernovol, Chara Bublitskaya, Basya Albina, Anna 

Marmalevskaya, Maria Vishnepolskaya, Fira Bogomolova. Usually each meeting brought together 30-40 

people. The women celebrated Shabbat in the club. Every year they organized an arts and crafts 

exhibition. Such exhibitions took place both in the theater and in the city museum. Other Jewish 

communities in Ukraine were also interested in the club's activities. For example, in the summer of 2003, 

a large delegation from the Jewish community of Kyiv arrived to get acquainted with the experience of 

the women's club of Belaya Tserkov. 

 

The repatriation of Jews from the USSR in the 1970s turned into Big Aliyah in the late 1980s that peaked 

in the 1990s and early 2000s. During this period, many Belaya Tserkov Jews left or began to prepare to 

leave for Israel. This led to a decline in the activity of the city community. A new goal emerged – to 

create an educational institution for Jewish children and thus stabilize the community. Then the religious 

messengers appeared in the community. Now this is Rabbi Meir Olzberg. So in 2000, after meeting with 

the Zhytomyr rabbi Shlomo Wilhelm, the activists of the Jewish community decided to create a Jewish 

school in Belaya Tserkov. Community chairman Khariton Berman, board member Ilya Grach, community 

activist Ora Bolson put a lot of effort in opening the school. On the recommendation of the City 

Education Department, Natella Andryushchenko was invited to the post of school principal. The 

community leadership set the goal of creating an atmosphere of Jewish culture in the school through care, 

attention, and warmth. On February 15, 2001, a kindergarten for two groups began to work. Twelve 

children enrolled. And on September 1, 2001, the Jewish school opened in Belaya Tserkov. For many 

years it has been the center of Jewish life in the city. A new stage in the development of the community 

began.        

 

In 2003, on the initiative of the rabbis from Zhytomyr, a female Torah study collel was organized in the 

community. That was a completely new direction. The goal was to bring women closer to their Jewish 
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roots, the history of their people, the laws of Jewish religious life. A small group of women was united by 

Natalia Symonenko. The Torah was studied twice a week. The traditional attributes of those meetings 

were tea and communication. Eight years later, Natalia was replaced by Nikolai Rudyansky. With 

experience in the Jewish educational project “Stars”, the new teacher connected Torah with science and 

everyday life. His classes were very educational. For some time, the collel was taught by a young teacher 

of the Jewish school Rivka Pashutinskaya, then again by Natalia Symonenko. The collel has not existed 

as an independent group for the past few years. It became a part of two programs: the community 

administrator Natalia Symonenko continued classes in two groups of the "Warm House" of Chesed, and 

the curator of "Gil Khazahav" Galina Bilichenko organized similar classes for the participants of her 

project.  

 

In 2010, a Club of Interesting Meetings was opened in the community. The guests of the club were war 

veterans, Righteous Among the Nations, representatives of the city's creative intelligentsia, doctors, 

students of the city's music schools. The club is still working. It hosts literary meetings, annual humor 

evenings. Elena Tishchenko conducts a music lecture hall. The guitarist and singer Pavel Boguk 

successfully performed at the club. Tamara Asafova continues to delight the guests of the club with 

talented performances of Jewish humoresques. The Club of Interesting Meetings is led by a tireless 

member of the Jewish community Zhanna Rudyanskaya. In 2012 she organized the “Gute Freint” 

ensemble in memory of the Jewish theater. It includes the older generation of the community. The 

ensemble performs songs in four languages: Ukrainian, Russian, Yiddish and Hebrew. Thanks to the great 

efforts of the head of the ensemble Zhanna Rudyanskaya, the first concertmaster Nina Rakhno and 

accompanist Nailya Korobko, a large repertoire was assembled and theme concert programs were 

developed. Today the concertmaster of the ensemble is Elena Tishchenko. Until recently, the literary part 

of the program was conducted by Lilia Vertepnaya. The ensemble takes part in community concerts, 

performs in city libraries and senior citizen groups. Over time, the composition of the team changes. Now 

it includes Emma Vaiman, Lyudmila Panchenko, Mila Pidpalyuk, Luiza Shur, Tamara Asafova, Alla 

Khokhlova, Svetlana Privalova, Alena Petrashenko, Yakov Gorlovetsky, Valentin Vered. The audiences 

gratefully accept the ensemble and keep warm memories of its members Lilia Vertepnaya and Tatyana 

Furman who sang until the age of 87. The performer of Jewish songs, soloist of the ensemble Mikhail 

Mazyuk will forever remain in the memory of the audience.   

 

There was a time when the Jewish school was about to close due to lack of funding, but at that time 70 

children were already attending it. Through the efforts of the parents, with the support of the Chief Rabbi 

of Ukraine Moshe Reuven Azman and the President of the All-Ukrainian Jewish Congress, Vadim 

Rabinovich, the school was saved. Since July 4, 2005, with the support of the International foundation for 

cooperation and development of education, culture and charity “Mitsva” (the chairman of the foundation 

is the Chief Rabbi of Ukraine Moshe Reuven Azman), the educational complex "Secondary school of I-

III levels – kindergarten Mitsva-613" (licensed educational institution) was opened. 

 

The Jewish community values and is very proud of its school. Among the students of the Mitsva-613 

educational complex there are winners of city, regional, All-Ukrainian and international olympiads and 

competitions. In 2017, high school student Kirill Sokolinsky became a Scholar of the President of 

Ukraine. 

 

Since 2010, about 200 pupils study in the educational complex annually. In 2019, 125 children were 

educated at the school, 56 children attended kindergarten. Over the years, the Jewish school has issued 

certificates of complete secondary education to 101 graduates. 

 

In February 2020, the re-established Jewish community celebrated its 30th anniversary. The center of the 

city's Jewish life is the Jewish school. The community still does not have its own building. 

 

Meanwhile, religious Jewish buildings have been saved in the city. They are the Great Synagogue and the 

house of the state-owned Jewish school. For many years, there has been a continuing correspondence 
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regarding the return of these buildings to the Jewish community, but for various bureaucratic reasons the 

question remains open. The community continues to fight for the return of religious buildings and does 

not lose hope for historical justice in this important and principled question. 

 

Community Today 

 

The Sholem Aleichem Jewish Culture Society, created in the late 1980s, at a certain stage ceased to meet 

the needs of the time. In 2005, the community was reorganized into the “Mitsva Jewish religious 

community of Belaya Tserkov, Kyiv region”. Since February 2005, it has been led by entrepreneur 

Bronislav Murakhovsky, since May 2011 - by entrepreneur Leonid Gutman, since May 2012 - by 

entrepreneur Alexander Podolsky, since January 2017 - by entrepreneur Alexander Nayvelt. In May 2020, 

the community board elected a new chairman - Natella Andryushchenko. 

 

The modern community is strong and promising. It grows and develops every year. Its activities are 

aimed at caring for people, primarily children and senior citizens. For several decades, the community has 

been running programs of assistance from the International Charitable Foundation “Jewish Chesed ‘Bnei 

Azriel’”. For many years Basia Albina worked as the Chesed curator in Belaya Tserkov. She was 

replaced by Larisa Kiptsevich. Both are members of the community board. In 2019, the Chesed 

significantly reduced programs that helped elderly Jews. The office of this foundation was closed in 

Belaya Tserkov. But that event did not become fatal to the community. It only energized the community 

that started opening new programs, looking for sources of additional help for the elderly. In 2014, Russia 

unleashed a war in the Eastern part of Ukraine and annexed the Crimean peninsula. Several refugee 

families from the war zone joined the Belaya Tserkov community. The community welcomed the settlers 

and assisted them in adjusting to their new lives.  

 

Today the community cooperates with international organizations and, if necessary, provides substantial 

support to community members. At the same time, several permanent social projects are being 

implemented: the Gil Khazahav - assistance to lonely elderly people (coordinator Galina Bilichenko), the 

Kalaniot - assistance to children in difficult social conditions (coordinator Marina Serbin), the Kadima - 

an informal youth club (coordinator Oksana Sokolinskaya). 

 

The community has developed its own system of communication and information sharing. This huge 

work is done by the "bell ringers". They inform community members about upcoming events and 

congratulate them on holidays and birthdays. Here are those who can rightfully be called reliable helpers 

in community work: Tamara Skrynnik, Tamara Asafova, Lyudmila Panchenko, Eduard Lev, Mila 

Pidpalyuk, Nona Evseeva, Alla Khokhlova, Faina Bevza, Natalia Yakhontova, Zinaida Ishchenko. 

Zhanna Rudyanskaya (member of the community board) is in charge of logistics in the information 

group. 

 

The community successfully participates in international grant programs. This makes it possible to 

support the most vulnerable people: the lonely, sick, needy members of the community. This important 

activity is substantially subsidized by the Chesed's assistance to the elderly and is also aimed at 

supporting families with children that are in financial difficulties. 

 

A lot of efforts are directed to social and cultural projects. The community keeps its traditions. With the 

support of the Brodsky Choral Synagogue (Kyiv), during the Jewish holidays, members of the community 

gather for minyan, take part in group meals, and organize Passover Seders. 

 

In the fall of 2017, an extraordinary event took place: a well-known entrepreneur and philanthropist Dan 

Chernyavsky gifted a new Torah Scroll to the community and the school. 

 

The community has created ample opportunities to study Hebrew and the traditions of the Jewish people. 

Experienced teachers of the Ulpan and the Sunday School do not lack students. 
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There are cultural programs for people of the "golden age". The Club of Interesting Meetings (headed by 

Zhanna Rudyanskaya) and the vocal ensemble "Gute Freint" (headed by Zhanna Rudyanskaya) have been 

operating for many years. 

 

2019 saw a bold attempt to revive the Jewish theater. The new troupe includes members of the 

community and students of the Jewish school. The theater announced itself with a successful premiere of 

the play "The Big Winner" based on Sholem Aleichem’s story (new directors are Larisa Pekarskaya, 

Tatiana Kirishun). 

 

An important area of activity of the city's Jewish community is the preservation of the historical memory 

of the Belaya Tserkov Jews. In the summer of 2018, the book “Євреї Білої Церкви (середина XIX – 

початок XX ст.): просопографічний довідник” ((“Jews of Belaya Tserkov (mid-19th - early 20th 

centuries): a prosopographic reference book”) was published in Ukrainian by historian Evgeny 

Chernetsky. It contains data on several thousands of people who belong to almost 1,800 clans. 

 

The whole world knows about one of the most tragic episodes of the Second World War – one of the first 

mass shootings of Jewish children in the occupied territories of the USSR. In August 1941, in Belaya 

Tserkov, 90 young children were held by the Nazis for three days in terrible conditions, and then they 

were shot. The community leadership put a lot of efforts in searching and organizing the data on the 

Belaya Tserkov Holocaust. At the initiative of Natella Andryushchenko (at that time, the executive 

director of the community), the shooting of a documentary film was organized. On January 29, 2018, the 

A. Dovzhenko Cinema premiered the film “Shoah. Belaya Tserkov. Shot childhood" (based on materials 

from the search of historian Sergei Burlaka, director and screenwriter Nikolai Druzhkov). The film was 

created with the support of the Genesis Philanthropy Group and philanthropist Vadim Kushnir. The film 

starred students of a Jewish school. One of the premieres took place in May of the same year in the 

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (Ukrainian Parliament). The film caused wide resonance in Belaya Tserkov, 

Ukraine and the world and finds its viewers on YouTube.    

 

Thanks to the significant efforts of the community and to its educational activity, on December 21, 2017, 

the Belaya Tserkov City Council decided to allocate a lot for the construction of a memorial sign to the 

victims of the Holocaust. It is important that it was allocated not far from the place of the first execution 

of Jews and within the boundaries of the shtetl where local Jews lived for 130 years. The work on the 

creation of the monument lasted more than two years. On August 27, 2019, the central event took place – 

the grand opening of the Memorial to the Victims of the Holocaust and the Righteous Among the Nations 

who saved Jews during the Nazi occupation. 

 

The topic of memory is not limited to historical research. The community continues to monitor the 

condition of Jewish burials. An inventory of 4,000 burials at the Starokyivskoye cemetery was carried out 

and an electronic catalog compiled that allows you to find the necessary information quickly. Constant 

funds are needed to maintain the cemetery in good condition. It is accepted in the community that its 

chairman deals with the problems of the Jewish cemetery. Now Natella Andryushchenko is taking care of 

them. 

 

The history of the Belaya Tserkov Jews is rich in events and personalities. In the future, it is planned to 

create its own museum. Today, you can get acquainted with the history of the community on the website, 

in the virtual museum, in the Jewish school, as well as during tours of the Jewish city sights. The city 

center is enhanced by the statue of Sholem Aleichem. The project that submitted the idea of this memorial 

won the city competition of public projects (originators - Elena and Vadim Fastovsky, author - sculptor 

Maxim Vasilenko). 

 

All this extensive activity is the result of the efforts of a small but professional and energetic team. For 

many years, the administrator Natalia Symonenko, the organizer of cultural and entertainment programs 



22 
 

for young people, the head teacher of the Jewish school Tatyana Kirishun, and the Sokhnut coordinator 

Tatyana Finaeva have contributed to the development of the community. 

 

The community is led by its chairman Natella Andryushchenko. Thanks to her inexhaustible ideas, 

healthy ambitions and professionalism, the Jewish community of Belaya Tserkov has entered a new stage 

of development and new opportunities. The most important of them are the return of the Great Synagogue 

to the Jews of the city and the creation of the museum. 
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JEWISH SIGHTS OF BELAYA TSERKOV 

 

For almost 100 years, Belaya Tserkov Jews built entire blocks of beautiful stone houses around the 

Trading Rows. But many of them were lost due to the destruction of the Second World War and post-war 

restoration. The religious and residential monuments of architecture saved to this day have long beautified 

the historical center of Belaya Tserkov. The exploration of each building opens unknown pages of the 

past. The historically important properties with buildings that did not survive also have a memorial value. 

 

Gruzia 

 

The development of the area for the poorest of the Belaya Tserkov Jewry began on the eastern shtetl 

border not earlier than 1810. The local residents begged for alms and took any job to earn a living. The 

most famous criminals of Belaya Tserkov and the cheapest prostitutes also lived there. Winter was the 

most terrible time for the inhabitants of Gruzia. The mortality increased, people could survive only thanks 

to charity extended by the community. 

 

Therefore, it is not surprising that the buildings in Gruzia were dugouts and shacks, built from found and 

sometimes rotten wood. From the lists of homeowners in 1896 it is known that dugouts in Belaya Tserkov 

were only in Gruzia. Its central street was also called Gruzia. 

 

To explain the name Gruzia, the most fantastical suggestions were made, in particular, attaching Georgian 

sakli to Belaya Tserkov (in Russian, Gruzia sounds the same as Georgia, and sakli means house in 

Georgian). But only two versions are worthy of consideration. Most likely, the name Gruzia comes from 

the Polish word "gruzy" - the remains of destroyed buildings, ruins, fires. The other interesting and likely 

idea is that the name Gruzia comes from the word “grass” in Yiddish (the word is pronounced like 

“gruz”). Figuratively speaking, the houses there were embedded so deep in the ground that the grass was 

taller than they were. 

 

Torhova Square 

 

The Bazaar Square was designed, like the entire New City, by Dominic Botani, the architect in the service 

of Count Franciszek Ksawery Branicki, around 1799-1800. Its initial construction took place in 1807-

1808 on the basis of an agreement for the resettlement of local Jews from the Old to the New City within 

two years concluded between Count Branicki and Belaya Tserkov kahal on October 3, 1806. Thus, a new 

shtetl was created. The center of it was the Bazaar Square. Jews were the first inhabitants of this part of 

Belaya Tserkov. Even in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Jews owned most of the houses on this 

square. 

 

The lines written at the beginning of the 20th century by the Austrian writer of Jewish origin Joseph Roth 

are a fitting description for Belaya Tserkov: “The town is a child of the road, (it) begins with small huts 

and ends with them. Closer to the center, the huts are replaced by structures that could already be called 

houses. The streets begin here. There is a market square at the crossroads of the streets. Just as the river 

that halts its run forms a lake among the hills, so the street flows into the market square. The bazaar 

created the Bazaar Square, and it created the town. " 

 

In the 1920s, Bazaar Square was renamed into Lenin Square and a monument to the "leader of the 

proletariat" was placed on it. At the beginning of the German occupation (1941), the square was named 

after Hitler. After the liberation of the city in January 1944, its pre-war name was returned, and in the 

early 1990s the square received its modern name – Torhova. 

 

Most of the old houses on Torhova Square which are now architectural monuments once belonged to 

wealthy Jewish families. As a rule, there was a shop on the first floor and the residence on the second. An 

example of such houses is the Neptune store. 
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Trading Rows (BRUM) 

 

The contract for the construction of the Shops (the original name of the building) was signed on May 3, 

1801. The customer, on behalf of the owner of the town, Count Franciszek Ksawery Branicki, was the 

Management of his properties in the person of the chief manager Yan Borkovsky. The executor was the 

state peasant of the Kaluga gubernia, master mason Mina Kuznetsov, who headed a group of masons. The 

author of the project was the architect in the service of Count Branicki, a Swiss of Italian origin Dominic 

Botani. The construction of the Shops was to be completed by the autumn of 1806, when the development 

of the Bazaar Square and the neighboring blocks began around them. 

 

The Shops are built in the Empire style; they are square in shape. In the middle of each side of the square 

there is a gate through which goods were brought into the courtyard by carts and stacked in basements. 

On the outside, there are arched galleries, to which the doors and windows of shops open. 

 

Over time, the Shops had many names: Trading Rows, Gostiny Dvor, and in Soviet times – the Covered 

Market and the Belaya Tserkov District Department Store (BRUM). The last abbreviation is the most 

common name for this sight. 

 

The tenants of shops in the Trading Rows during the 19th - early 20th centuries were Jewish merchants. 

There are memories of how they beckoned potential customers, skillfully demonstrating their goods. 

However, in the history of the city's Jewish community, this building is associated not only with trade, but 

also with the tragic events of the Holocaust. In August 1941 the first execution of Jews in Belaya Tserkov 

took place there. We are talking about a group of 20-30 Jews accused of setting fire to houses on Karl 

Marx Street (now Les Kurbas Street). The bodies were buried near the Trading Rows. That is why the 

memorial to the victims of the Holocaust is visually connected with the Trading Rows and the area 

around them as with the place where the extermination of about 4,500 Belaya Tserkov Jews began in 

those terrible times. 

 

In 1963, the wooden structures of BRUM burned down as a result of a fire. There were plans to demolish 

this historical monument. Only through the efforts of the scientist P. Tronko and the chief architect of the 

city V. Fedotov this unique building was saved.     

 

The Hotel 

 

A very interesting sight located on Torhova Square is the hotel built in the 19th century. It is unlikely that 

this is the same “Belaya Tserkov Jewish tavern” that Taras Shevchenko described in his “Walk with 

pleasure and not without a moral,” but the building is very reminiscent of Jewish inns where merchants 

rented rooms when they brought their goods to a bazaar or fair. The two-storey building has a square 

shape and an obligatory courtyard. It can be assumed that rooms for merchants and travelers, stables for 

horses, and storage facilities were located on the ground floor. The front of the hotel was divided by a 

wide aisle for carts and carriages. The owner's family could live on the second floor, and there could also 

be some of the most expensive rooms. 

 

Today the hotel is an architectural monument. In one part of it there are several offices, and in the other - 

rooms. However, this part of the building is in disrepair. It is interesting that in the courtyard there is an 

old well lined with wooden logs that is worthy of being protected.  

 

House of Sholem Aleichem 
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Solomon Rabinovich came to Belaya Tserkov for the first time in the summer of 1880 as the secretary of 

the local lawyer Moses Epelbaum. He lived for several days at 22 Berdichevskaya Street (now Bohdan 

Khmelnitsky Street). Then he lived in Belaya Tserkov after his marriage to Golda Loeva in May 1883 

through 1887 representing the interests of his father-in-law, and after his death, he managed his 

inheritance. In fact, it’s here where Solomon Rabinovich became . 

 

His place of residence was a house on Les Kurbas Street (formerly Skvernaya and Klubnaya Streets). 

Local historian N. Tonkonohy left memories of this house for the period of the late 1920s - 1930s: “Day 

and night, a book factory that did not exist before the war is making noise with its rotary presses. In its 

place stood a gray two-storey brick house with square rusticated supports of a wide terrace and a 

triangular pediment on its cylindrical columns. A memorial plaque was installed on the wall of the 

building in honor of the visit of the Jewish progressive writer Sholem Aleichem to Belaya Tserkov, after 

whom one of the streets of the city is named. Before the revolution, he stayed in this house." N. 

Tonkonohy also made a very good drawing of this house from memory. An old photo has also survived, 

confirming the skill of the local historian. 

 

The memorial plaque described by him has not survived. It can be assumed that it was destroyed during 

the Nazi occupation. After Ukraine gained independence, the building of the Belaya Tserkov Book 

Factory was decorated with a new memorial plaque in honor of Sholem Aleichem thanks to the efforts of 

the Jewish community. In 2018, the project of the monument to the famous writer won the city 

competition for public initiatives. Thanks to the implementation of this project, a sculptural composition 

was instaled near the place where Sholem Aleichem once lived who gave a powerful impetus to the birth 

of the modern Yiddish literature. The composition returns the old-town atmosphere so brilliantly 

described by this famous writer to the old street rebuilt after the Second World War. 

 

State Jewish School 

 

At the end of 1899, a state-owned Jewish two-year school opened in a rented building in Belaya Tserkov. 

At the same time, work continued on the design of the permanent school building that was approved by 

the Construction Department of the Kyiv Provincial Government on October 3, 1900 with an estimated 

budget of over 14,000 rubles. The property for the school was acquired at the corner of 1st 

Berdichevskaya and Aleksandriyskaya Streets. Until today, the completion date of the construction - 1901 

- has been preserved on the facade of this building. 

 

The drawings show a two-storey building with a main entrance under the balcony set on paired columns 

and with a Magen David. It is documented that the Belaya Tserkov Jewish Society spent more than 

30,000 rubles on the construction of this building. This sum probably includes the purchase price of the 

property. 

 

The large ceremonial hall of the Belaya Tserkov State Jewish two-year school was the usual place for 

meetings and celebrations of the city’s Jewish society. 

 

The first honorary trustee of this school was the famous entrepreneur and philanthropist Lazar Brodsky. 

After his death, marked by mourning events in Belaya Tserkov in 1904, the Belaya Tserkov Jewish 

community asked Baron Vladimir Ginzburg, Brodsky’s son-in-law, to accept the post of honorary trustee 

of the Belaya Tserkov State Jewish two-year school. 

 

The building of the state-owned Jewish two-year school has survived to this day and adorns Bohdan 

Khmelnitsky Street from the side of Alexandriysky Boulevard. Now it houses the House of Children's 

Creativity. 

 

Nachman Bialik Hospital 
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The Jewish hospital in Belaya Tserkov has existed since the beginning of the 19th century. The 

assumption is that its creation accompanied the construction of a new shtetl in 1807-1808. At the end of 

the 19th century, the wooden structure of the Jewish hospital was already practically unusable. In 1901, 

this medical institution was about to close. A businessman and timber merchant Nachman Bialik offered a 

charitable contribution for the construction of a new building. 

 

The two properties proposed by him that bordered the Yarmarochnaya Square turned out to be small. 

Therefore, N. Bialik bought a property for the hospital on 1st Kyivskaya Street. Permission to build a 

hospital there was obtained on October 25, 1902. The construction was completed in a year. The district 

police officer reported this to the Kyiv provincial government on November 28, 1903, and on December 

21 a solemn consecration and opening ceremony took place in the presence of the city intelligentsia and 

officials. Nachman Bialik's donation to the Jewish hospital reached 30,000 rubles. In gratitude, the gates 

to the hospital campus were decorated with the inscription "Belaya Tserkov Jewish hospital, built at the 

expense of Nachman Bialik." 

 

The building of the Belaya Tserkov Jewish Hospital has survived to this day. Several buildings were built 

around it during the 20th century, where various departments of the 1st Belaya Tserkov hospital are 

located. The porch with the original wrought-iron design with a Magen David in the center still adorns the 

oldest building of this ensemble opened in 1903. This landmark miraculously survived the Second World 

War. Now the building of the Belaya Tserkov Jewish Hospital houses the pulmonary department of the 

1st Belaya Tserkov hospital. 

 

In 2003, the 1st Belaya Tserkov hospital celebrated its 100th anniversary. At the celebration the name of 

its benefactor Nachman Bialik was remembered with gratitude.  

 

Synagogue of the Old City 

 

The oldest known synagogue in Belaya Tserkov was recorded on the city map in 1769. When Alexey 

Starodub superimposed the old map on the modern one it became possible to pinpoint the exact location 

of this synagogue. It turned out that it was standing on the modern Soborna Square, specifically where the 

large flowerbed is located on the intersection of Yaroslav Mudry Street, Knyaz Vladimir Street, and 

Alexandriysky Boulevard. 

 

It can be assumed that, like almost all the buildings of the Old City at the time, the old synagogue was 

made of wood. It is unknown whether it was damaged during the fire in 1798. However, it is obvious that 

in connection with the resettlement of the Jewish community from the Old City to the New City in 1807-

1808, this synagogue could have been dismantled. It can also be assumed that it was moved to a new 

building allocated within the boundaries of the New City.   

 

Great synagogue 

 

The construction of the large brick synagogue in Belaya Tserkov lasted for several decades. At the final 

stage of the project approval in February 1855, the then-owner of the town, Count Wladyslaw Michal 

Branicki, allocated the stones for the entire foundation and 170,000 bricks from the Belaya Tserkov brick 

warehouses for the construction of the synagogue. The Jewish community had to transport this material to 

the construction site at their own expense. On October 23 of the same year, Emperor Alexander II 

approved the project of this building. 

 

It can be assumed that the construction of the Great Synagogue could have begun in 1856. It is known 

that as of July 1858 two of its storeys were completed and the work on the third storey had already begun. 

The end of construction is associated with 1860. 
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The Great Synagogue was built in an eclectic style. In the late 1920s it was described as follows: "The 

synagogue building has a fairly pure oriental style, which is of definite architectural value." The 

decoration of the interior was strikingly sophisticated: the high (three storeys) "aronkoydesh" (altar) and 

"balemer" (pulpit) were decorated with beautiful carvings with traditional images, the hall was 

illuminated by a large, hand-made chandelier signed by the master. " 

 

It is known that at the beginning of the 20th century the members of the Great Synagogue were Zionists. 

The world famous cantors Pinchas Minkowski, Yossele Rosenblatt 

 and others have performed there. 

 

In 1929, the synagogue was closed, and the building was transferred to a seven-year school. The protests 

of local and Kyiv defenders of the monuments, in particular Fyodor Ernst, were denied. After World War 

II, it housed a technical school. Now the building is occupied by the Technological and Economic 

College of the Bila Tserkva National Agrarian University. 

 

Despite the interior re-design and changes in the exterior decor, this building remains an authentic 

architectural monument of the mid-19th century and is under state protection. 

 

Moshka Rabinovich Synagogue 

 

In the early 1860s, the common view was that the synagogue on 1st Berdichevskaya Street had existed for 

a long time. This makes it one of the oldest synagogues in the New City. Thus, its first wooden structure 

must have been constructed in the late 1800s when the street was initially built, or over the following 

decades. At some point, the Construction Department of the Kyiv Provincial Government assessed its 

status and appearance as follows: "The existing structure was built without any regard to the building art 

and looks ugly." The official permission for the existence of this shrine called the Moshka Rabinovich 

synagogue was issued on December 11, 1851. 

 

Due to the old age of the building, the members of the synagogue asked on September 23, 1860 for its 

rebuilding at their own expense. The project of a new wooden building on a stone foundation was drawn 

up and approved. Meanwhile, in the fire the old building of this synagogue burned down and the 

blueprints for the construction of the new building vanished. On August 18, 1863, the members applied to 

the Kyiv provincial government to provide new drawings. After a repeated petition on January 8, 1865, 

the Kyiv governor gave permission on February 8 of the same year to issue new drawings "for the 

construction of a wooden structure on a stone foundation in place of the burnt one." 

 

In 1892 the Moshka Rabinovich synagogue was located in a public building on 1st Berdichevskaya 

Street. In 1896 it was designated as a Public prayer house at 49 (118) 1-st Berdichevskaya St. But at the 

beginning of the 20th century, this building was already quite old and needed renovation. On August 5, 

1910, the construction department of the Kyiv provincial government allowed to build a stone synagogue 

instead of a wooden one, the facade of which was supposed to face 1st Berdichevskaya and 2nd 

Bazarnaya Streets. 

 

It is the third, already stone building of the Moshka Rabinovich synagogue that has survived to this day 

and adorns the modern Bohdan Khmelnitsky Street (building No. 10).  

 

Artisans Synagogue 

 

For a long time in Belaya Tserkov the Artisans Synagogue that existed at the beginning of the 20th 

century was traditionally associated with the building known as the Obnova atelier (clothing studio), 

located at the corner of Heroes of Nebesna Sotnya and Spartakovskaya Streets. This connection was 

apparently based on someone's memories and led in the late 20th - early 21st centuries to defining this 
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building as an unofficial architectural monument, its inclusion in the theme tour "Jewish Belaya 

Tserkov," and listing it as a sight of Jewish culture and architecture in local press and social media. 

 

There is an opinion that the building of the Obnova atelier belongs to the monuments of Jewish sacral 

architecture. The appearance of this building indicates, to a certain extent, that we are talking about a 

former synagogue. Its simple, elongated shape and, at the same time, the presence of restrained plant 

decoration, did indeed have a hint of antiquity and created a pleasant impression. It is no exaggeration to 

say that the building of the Obnova atelier has become one of the adornments of Heroes of Nebesna 

Sotnya street, giving it a certain solemnity. 

 

Based on the available data we conclude that the atelier was built as one of a network of public services 

pavilions that began to be built in Belaya Tserkov in the late 1940s. The construction of a pavilion for 

individual tailoring of the T. Shevchenko industrial cooperative at the corner of A. Gordynsky (now 

Heroes of Nebesna Sotnya Street) and Spartakovskaya Streets was carried out by Belaya Tserkov 

renovation and construction office. The construction of this pavilion was completed at the end of 1952, 

and opened in 1953. A photo of the building later known as the Obnova atelier survived that is dated July 

1953. It has a sign on it with the Soviet era abbreviation that meant "Individual tailoring". 

 

Why did the building used in the early 1950s come to be associated with the Artisans Synagogue? The 

answer to this question lays in the plans of Belaya Tserkov for 1898, 1922 and 1963. On the plan from 

1898, according to the explication, the building standing at the crossing of Bazarnaya (now Heroes of 

Nebesna Sotnya Street), Skvirskaya 2nd (now Spartakovskaya Street) and Skvirskaya 1st (now 

Shamraevskaya Street) Streets is designated as "prayer house". Meanwhile, on the plan from 1922, in the 

same place (at the corners of former Bazarnaya, Shamraevskaya and Skvirskaya Streets, and now, 

respectively, Heroes of Nebesna Sotnya, Spartakovskaya and Shamraevskaya Streets), the building is 

designated as a "Jewish prayer house" (according to the explication). This synagogue, designated as a 

“prayer house” in 1898 and as a “Jewish prayer house” in 1922, stood opposite to the Obnova atelier. 

They were separated by the street that is now called Spartakovskaya. On the plan of Belaya Tserkov from 

1965, a building is still marked in the courtyard of the former synagogue, which, apparently, was 

eventually demolished. This happened no later than the beginning of the 1980s when the courtyard of the 

former synagogue, a fragment of Shamraevskaya Street and the next property along A. Gordynsky Street 

were merged and a sports school was built there that exists today as the Belaya Tserkov Children and 

Youth Sports School No. 1. It was built in the first half of the 1980s by Construction and Installation 

Department No. 1. 

 

Thus, at a distance of just a few meters from the Obnova atelier at the end of the 19th century and through 

the first quarter of the 20th century, there was a synagogue, its building probably still stood in the 1960s 

or even by the early 1980s. It was with that building, obviously, that the memories of the Artisans 

Synagogue were associated. In the end, both buildings - the Obnova atelier and the synagogue - stood at 

the corners of the same streets, but opposite to each other. It can be assumed that the identical description 

of the location of the Artisans Synagogue and the building of the Obnova atelier caused confusion and led 

to the misidentification.     

 

The oldest Jewish cemetery 

 

The oldest known Jewish cemetery in Belaya Tserkov located along the Rokitnyanskaya Road was 

founded by the Jewish community at the end of the 16th century. Following the death of Bohdan 

Khmelnitsky in the mid-17th century, Ukraine entered the period known as Hetmanate and The Ruin with 

its endless civil unrest and wars that continued until the early 18th century. During that era, it was too 

dangerous for Jews to live in Belaya Tserkov or the entire Right Bank of the Dnipro River. But when they 

eventually returned they continued using this cemetery.   
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Due to the construction of the Trading Rows in 1801-1806 and the development of the New City in 1807-

1808, the beginning of the Rokytnyanskaya Road was included in the planned layout of Belaya Tserkov 

under the name Rokytnyanskaya Street. So the residential streets of the town began to come nearer the 

Jewish cemetery. Over time, Lesnaya, or Yarmarochnaya, Square grew next to the cemetery, and behind 

the cemetery a complex of military structures was built that was occupied by a cavalry regiment from the 

end of the 19th century. Thus, the Jewish cemetery sandwiched between private properties, Lesnaya 

Square and cavalry barracks, lost the ability to expand. 

 

The process of closing the Jewish cemetery lasted from 1873 to 1898; it was complicated by the need for 

the Jewish community to purchase a piece of land along the Kyiv Road from the Count Branicki family 

for the construction of a new cemetery. The final decision on the closure of the old and the opening of the 

new Jewish cemeteries was made by the Kyiv provincial government on February 7, 1898. In the early 

20th century, conflicts occasionally still flared up between the Jewish community and the local police 

over the maintenance of the Old Jewish cemetery. 

 

According to the memories of old-timers, two tsadiks of the Twerski family from the Chernobyl 

rabbinical dynasty were buried in the Old Jewish cemetery. 

 

The existence of the Old Jewish Cemetery was first threatened in the second half of the 1920s, when a 

stadium was built next to it. The consequences of this Komsomol (Young Communist League) 

construction project are interpreted differently. According to the research of Alexei Starodub who 

compared the maps of this area before and after the construction of the stadium, the latter adjoined the 

Old Cemetery, but did not invade any part of the cemetery. But according to the recollections of Naum 

Tonkonohy, who was very young in the late 1920s, the Komsomol members destroyed part of the Old 

Jewish cemetery for the construction of the stadium. 

 

In 1943, the Old Jewish Cemetery was destroyed by order of the German occupation authorities. For quite 

a long period, the Office of the Burgomaster, through the local elders, forced the residents of Belaya 

Tserkov to go to work on the destruction of the cemetery. Matzevahs and their fragments were piled up 

for further use as building material. Meanwhile, the front was approaching Belaya Tserkov, and the 

massive use of these "building slabs" is associated with the restoration of the city that began in 1944 with 

the return of Soviet regime. The communists did not want to remember the Old Jewish cemetery, and the 

matzevahs and their fragments were found throughout Belaya Tserkov. In 2015, activists secured the 

return of a large number of matzevahs to the territory of the Old cemetery. We are talking about 

matzevahs used to equip one of the institutions in the city center... 

 

Only after Ukraine proclaimed independence was a small area set aside on the site of the former Old 

Jewish cemetery on Sholem Aleichem Street (former Rokytnyanskaya Street). A memorial complex was 

constructed there, consisting of an oel (chapel), a white monument in a shape of a large matzevah and 

fragments of ancient matzevahs placed around it that were found and returned to the former Old Jewish 

cemetery. 

 

At the end of 2019 - beginning of 2020, the Jewish community protected this holy place from the 

construction works initiated by the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense. 
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FAMOUS BELAYA TSERKOV JEWS AND THEIR DESCENDANTS 

  

POLITICIANS, STATESMEN AND PUBLIC FIGURES 

 

Zeev Asher (Wolf Poberezhkin), 1882-1956 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov on May 19, 1882. Descended from the Sadgor Hasidic family. Son of Zelik 

Poberezhkin (Poberezkin) and Feiga Mirel. 

 

The Poberezhkin family owned a house in Belaya Tserkov at the courtyard number 10 (476) on the 2nd 

Berdichevskaya Street (from Bazarnaya). In 1896 it was owned by Borukh, son of Meer, included in the 

1906 document "List of Persons Eligible to Vote in Elections to the State Duma" in Belaya Tserkov under 

No. 2139. Zelik Poberezhkin, son of Meer, who is also mentioned in the same document was probably his 

younger brother. Obviously, we are talking about the father of Wolf (Zeev). 

 

Wolf attended a Jewish primary school. Studied the Talmud in the Hasidic synagogue. At the age of 16, 

he began to study the printing trade. Two years later (in 1900) he became the head of a printing house. 

During this period, Wolf simultaneously worked in two printing houses located in Kyiv and 

Yekaterinoslav (now Dnipro). 

 

V. Poberezhkin belonged to the few printers who knew the Gothic script that was then used in German-

language publications. For this reason he was offered a position in the German section of the newspaper 

“Kievlyanin.” It is known that Wolf refused this offer. This refusal was probably connected with the anti-

Semitic direction of this ultra-chauvinist Russian monarchist publication. Therefore, Wolf's printing 

activity was associated with ordinary printing houses that published books in Russian with quotes from 

sacred texts in Hebrew and Ancient Greek. 

 

Due to the spread of pogroms in the early 1900s, V. Poberezhkin got involved in political activities. He 

participated in Jewish self-defense. Then he became a member of the Jewish Social Democratic Labor 

Party "Poalei Zion" and was its activist. He printed a variety of Party materials secretly from censorship, 

was engaged in the professional publication of the Party press in Hebrew, Yiddish, Russian and German. 

 

In 1905, V. Poberezhkin was drafted into military service in the Russian Imperial army. He ended up in 

Novograd-Volynsk, a district town in the Volyn gubernia, where he served for three months. In early 

1906, Wolf took the opportunity to repatriate to Eretz Israel.    

 

For several weeks he lived in the settlements, and then got a job in the Arab printing house of Giorg 

Haviv Hananya. There he met Boris Shatz, the head of the local branch of Poalei Zion, and tried to create 

a union of artists and publishers. At the same time Poberezhkin-Asher met with members of the commune 

associated with the art school (academy or school of art) "Betzatsel" - "New Jerusalem". Among them 

was Yitzhak Ben Zvi, who soon became a close friend of Asher. At Betzatsel, Asher also met his future 

wife, the artist Shoshana Kotlyar, a student of Boris Shatz. 

 

In 1908, Asher became the secretary of the Poalei Zion branch in Jerusalem, and also organized and 

became secretary of the first trade union of Jewish publishers (printing workers) with about 50 members. 

Together with Yitzhak Ben Zvi and Rachel Yanait Asher led the first strike of Jewish workers in Eretz 

Israel. During the strike, demonstrations took place against Arabs - owners of printing houses and Jews 

who humiliated workers. 

 

Also in 1908, Asher founded an unlicensed printing house for the publication of the Poalei Zion magazine 

in Yiddish “Der Onfang” (“Beginning”). The letters and other equipment for this venture were stolen 

from various printers. Asher assembled a printing press on which two sheets of Der Onfang were printed 

and became the editor of this magazine. Over time, this printing house became the basis for the "Akhdut" 
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("Unity") cooperative. In 1910, Asher, together with Yitzhak Ben Zvi and his wife Rachel Yanait, co-

founded the first socialist magazine in Hebrew "Akhdut" ("Unity") published by the cooperative of the 

same name. 

 

After the repatriation of other members of the Poalei Zion to Eretz Yisrael, V. Poberezhkin took part in 

the new organization of this Party and became a member of the Central Committee (together with Yitzhak 

Ben Zvi, Rachel Yanait, David Ben Gurion and others). 

 

During the 1920-1940s, Asher headed the publishing house named after Z. Asher. He compiled and 

published a polygraphic dictionary in Hebrew, initiated the publication of professional manuals for 

printers in Hebrew, organized a course in the specialty "polygraphy" at the Max Fine vocational school in 

Tel Aviv. 

 

Asher collected a large library on the history of Jewish polygraphy and printing techniques, as well as an 

archive on the history of the trade union of printing workers. After Asher's death, this library and archive 

were transferred to the school. 

 

Zeev Asher died on April 15, 1956 in Tel Aviv. He is the grandfather (by his daughter) of the Nobel 

laureate Daniel (Dan) Shechtman (see the essay in the section "Scientists"). 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

“Євреї Білої Церкви (середина XIX – початок XX ст.): просопографічний довідник” / укладач 

Є. Чернецький - - Біла Церква: Вид. Пшонківський О. В., - P. 492 

(“Jews of Belaya Tserkov (mid-19th - early 20th centuries): a prosopographic reference book” / compiled 

by E. Chernetsky)  

 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Данієль_Шехтман 

 

Russian –  
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Шехтман,_Дан 

 

English –  

Encyclopedia of the Founders and Builders of Israel. – Volume 5. – Page 2239;  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclopedia_of_the_Founders_and_Builders_of_Israel 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Shechtman 

 

Hebrew –  

https://he.wikipedia.org 

 

 

Yona Greenfield, 1884-1953 

 

Son of Israel. Born in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

From a young age, he was an active participant in the Zionist movement. Member of the "Ceirei Zion" 

(since 1920 a member of the Central Committee of the Party). In 1917-1920 he was a member of the 

National Jewish Council of the UPR, deputy chairman of the Council for Aid to Victims of Pogroms in 

Ukraine. An active fighter for Jewish autonomy in Ukraine. 

 

Since 1921 - one of the leaders of the Zionist movement in Poland. 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Данієль_Шехтман
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Шехтман,_Дан
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclopedia_of_the_Founders_and_Builders_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Shechtman
https://he.wikipedia.org/
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Since 1936 – in Eretz Israel. 

 

Zorach Grinberg, 1889-1949 

 

Soviet scientist-historian, art critic, publicist, statesman and public figure. 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov in a melamed’s family. Over time, his name was written as Zakhar (Zachary), 

son of Gregory. 

 

Member of the Bund, since 1917 - member of the CPSU (b). In 1918 he was appointed to the post of 

Deputy People's Commissar of Education A. V. Lunacharsky, Commissioner of the Petrograd educational 

district. Member of the First All-Russian Congress of Soviets of Workers 'and Soldiers' Deputies (1917). 

In 1920 he became a member of the Collegium of the People's Commissariat for Education of the RSFSR. 

 

Doctor of History. Senior researcher at the Institute of World Literature of the USSR Academy of 

Sciences. Member of the Governing Council of the Jewish Chamber Theater. Chairman of the Historical 

Section of the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee (EAK). 

 

In 1947 he was arrested. He died in prison from beatings received during interrogations. 

 

Penny Sue Pritzker, born in 1959 

 

Billionaire, entrepreneur, statesman and public figure, philanthropist. Comes from the Belaya Tserkov 

Pritzker family. 

 

Born on May 2, 1959 in Chicago (Illinois, USA). 

 

She studied at Harvard College, Harvard University and Stanford University Law School. 

 

Founder of PSP Capital Partners and Pritzker Realty Group. Also co-founder of Artemis Real Estate 

Partners. In 2011, Forbes magazine named her 263rd on the list of the richest people in the United States 

(net worth - $ 1.8 billion) and 651st on the list of the richest people in the world. In 2009, Forbes named 

Pritzker as one of the 100 Most Powerful Women in the World. In 2016, Forbes estimated her capital at 

US $ 2.3 billion. 

 

Member of the Democratic Party. 38th US Secretary of Commerce in the government of Barack Obama 

(from June 26, 2013 to January 20, 2017). 

 

Family: husband Bryan Traubert, two children. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Пенні_Прітцкер 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Прицкер,_Пенни 

 

English – 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penny_Pritzker 

 

 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Пенні_Прітцкер
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Прицкер,_Пенни
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penny_Pritzker
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RELIGIOUS FIGURES 

 

The Yitzhaks - the dynasty of rabbis (Mountain Jews) 

 

The Yitzhak dynasty of rabbis is connected with Belaya Tserkov by the fact that two of its most famous 

representatives were educated here. 

 

Rabbi Yitzhak ben Egyagu (1795-1877) was a student of the famous rabbi Eliyahu ben Mushoil (1783-

1848), thanks to whom Derbent became the religious capital of the Mountain Jews (North Caucasus). In 

1822 he married Nami, the daughter of Rabbi Nison of Gilgota, and went to study at the Belaya Tserkov 

yeshiva, where he spent 13 years. After returning to Derbent, he became a dayan (judge), and later the 

chief rabbi of the city. His son, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzhaki, is the most famous and educated rabbi of 

Derbent. 

 

Yaakov Yitzhaki, the son of Rabbi Yitzhak, received his primary education under his father's guidance. 

Then, continuing his tradition, Yaakov studied at the Belaya Tserkov yeshiva. In the 1880s, Yaakov 

Yitzhaki was appointed chief state rabbi of the Mountain Jews of South Dagestan and Azerbaijan. Thanks 

to his erudition and religious authority, Rabbi Yaakov Yitzhaki became one of the most famous rabbis of 

Mountain Jews. He became a famous Torah researcher and poet, as well as an expert on the culture, 

history, ethnography of Mountain Jews.  

 

The Twerskis - the dynasty of tsadiks (Hasidim) 

 

At the moment, there is no definite answer to the question about the time and circumstances of the 

beginning of the Belaya Tserkov court of the Chernobyl dynasty. The known facts allow us to put forth 

two assumptions. 

 

During 1850-1852, Duvid Twerski, the son of Mordechai (Mordka), together with his son Mordechai, 

were recorded in the Vasilkovsky district as Vasilkov merchants of the 3rd guild. In 1853 they were 

transferred to the Uman merchants of the 3rd guild. We are talking about Rebbe Duvid, who founded the 

Talnovsky court. The known sources do not contain any information about the place of residence of this 

family in the early 1850s. However, as a Vasilkovsky merchant of the 3rd guild, Duvid Twerski could 

live in the Belaya Tserkov of the Vasilkovsky district, which allows us to put forth an assumption that the 

Belaya Tserkov court was possibly founded by one of the Twerskis from Talny. 

 

In 1907, the Makarov synagogue on Brovarnaya Street was mentioned in Belaya Tserkov. This might 

refer to the 1916 permit for the construction of a new wooden house on the same street. The name of this 

synagogue prompts the idea of its connection with the Makarov court of the Chernobyl dynasty and 

allows us to put forth an assumption about the Twerskis of Belaya Tserkov being originally from 

Makarov. 

 

Documents show that in the last third of the 19th century, Rabbi Gisel Twerski lived in Belaya Tserkov, 

who had sons Aron-Ovsey, Ginakh-Ovsey and Shulim-Ovsey. 

 

Aron-Ovsey Twerski, son of Gisel, was born in 1878. At first he lived with his father. In 1938 he lived in 

Ovruch, where he was a butcher (shoykhet). Defined by the Soviet authorities as a "server of a religious 

cult". 

 

Ginakh-Ovsey Twerski, son of Gisel, was born in 1885. At first he lived with his father. In 1920 he 

moved to the USA. He corresponded with his younger brother, Rabbi Shulim-Ovsey, and sent him 

packages. 
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Shulim-Ovsey Twerski, son of Gisel, was born in Belaya Tserkov in 1894. At first he lived with his 

father. In 1919 he moved to Kyiv, but soon returned to Belaya Tserkov. He was married to Feiga 

Leibovna (born in 1894) and had sons Abram (born in 1925) and Israel (born in 1926). In 1921-1934 he 

was a rabbi in Belaya Tserkov. After the mass closure of synagogues in 1929, he continued to practice in 

his own apartment. By the decision of the Kyiv government committee, his apartment was qualified as a 

Jewish prayer house, and was closed (protocol No. 12 of June 30, 1934). However, Rabbi Shulim 

continued to gather believers in his apartment. In winter 1937-1938 he moved to Kyiv. From February 10 

to April 20, 1938, he worked as a watchman in an auxiliary sewing workshop of the Ukrainian office for 

the supply of the sugar industry. Then he lived at the address: 18 Spasskaya St., apt. 1. 

 

In the 1920s-1930s, Rabbi Shulim corresponded with relatives from the United States: his brother 

Ginakh-Ovsey Twerski and his cousin Khaim Fridman. He received packages from both. The Soviet 

government qualified this as the creation of a charitable society in Belaya Tserkov to provide assistance 

to the Jewish population from abroad, and considered the correspondence provocative. Rabbi Shulim 

himself was considered a person with anti-Soviet sentiments. These charges formed the basis of the 

indictment of April 2, 1938. On April 20, Rabbi Shulim was arrested and kept under guard in the Kyiv 

prison. The interrogation took place on 8 May. On September 29, the assistant to the head of the NKVD 

in the Kyiv region, senior lieutenant of state security Pavlichev, approved the charge that said the 

following about Rabbi Shulim: “He is accused … of: conducting illegal meetings of believers and 

engaged in slandering the USSR, i.e., he committed a crime under Article 54-10 CC of the Ukrainian 

SSR". On October 29, on the basis of the mentioned statute, Rabbi Shulim was exiled to East Kazakhstan 

for five years. Feiga Leibovna and the convict himself (July 6, 1939) petitioned to reconsider the case, but 

they were denied. The case was reconsidered only in April 1989, and Rabbi Shulim-Ovsey of Twerski 

was exonerated.      

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

“Євреї Білої Церкви (середина XIX – початок XX ст.): просопографічний довідник” / укладач 

Є. Чернецький - - Біла Церква: Вид. Пшонківський О. В., - P. 602 

(“Jews of Belaya Tserkov (mid-19th - early 20th centuries): a prosopographic reference book” / compiled 

by E. Chernetsky)  

 

Стародуб О., Чернецький Є., Бондар А., Ярмола О., Будівельна історія Білої Церкви XI – XXI 

століть. – Біла Церква: Вид. Пшонківський О. В., 2017. – С. 261;  

(Starodub O., Chernetsky E., Bondar A., Yarmola O., Construction history of Belaya Tserkov of 11th – 

21st centuries)  

 

Ярмола О., Білоцерківські єврейські релігійні діячі – жертви сталінського терору (1937-1938 рр.) // 

Хронос. Зошит IX. Матеріали засідання краєзнавчого клубу 29 березня 2018 року (частина 1) / під 

заг. ред. Є. Чернецького. – Біла Церква: Білоцерківдрук, 2018. – С. 38-40. 

(Yarmola O., Belaya Tserkov Jewish Religious Figures – Victims of Stalinist terror (1937-1938)) 

 

Russian – 

State Archives of the Kyiv oblast, f. 280, op. 2, file no. 962, p. 72 zv.-73, 81-81 zv., 84, 95 zv.-96.  

(General information about the archive in English: https://old.archives.gov.ua/Eng/Archives/ra10.php)    

             

Pinchas Minkowski, 1859-1924 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov in a cantor’s family. Studied at cheder and beit midrash. His father was his first 

voice teacher. 

 



35 
 

At the age of 16, the young man received the post of khazan in the Belaya Tserkov synagogue. Later he 

moved to Odessa, and then immigrated to the USA, where he began touring with concerts of cantorial 

singing. His emotional performance made a deep impression on the audience, often causing tears. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Russian – 

http://ami.spb.ru/A284/A284-081.html 

 

English – 

https://jewish-music.huji.ac.il/content/pinhas-minkowski 

 

 

Yossele Rosenblatt, 1882-1933 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov in a cantor’s family. His father made him his assistant - a khazandl (little cantor). 

Little Yosef studied in between singing. 

 

His singing career began at the age of 4. Success accompanied him wherever he performed, because the 

Yosef’s tenor had a range of two and a half octaves. Struck by his voice, his contemporaries called Yosef 

Rosenblatt "the Jewish Caruso." 

 

SOURCES 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Розенблат,_Йоселе 

 

English – 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yossele_Rosenblatt 

 

WRITERS AND ART WORKERS 

 

Meer Bernstein (Mikhail Medvedev), 1852-1925 

 

Son of Chaim. Born in Belaya Tserkov on July 20, 1852 in the family of Rabbi Chaim Bernstein. Over 

time, Meer Haimovich Bernstein, a Jew, became an outstanding Russian singer (tenor) and music teacher 

Mikhail Efimovich Medvedev. 

 

Very little is known about the Belaya Tserkov childhood of the future celebrity. He had a beautiful voice 

(alto) and thanks to this he sang in the choir. 

 

His first professional training was associated with the Kyiv School of Music, where M. Bernstein entered 

in 1876. There he studied singing first in the class of A. Wacker, and then under I. Kravtsov. 

 

The turning point for Meer Bernstein was 1878, when N. Rubinstein heard his singing. He invited the 

penniless singer to come with him to Moscow. It was probably then Meer Bernstein had to transform into 

Mikhail Medvedev. Thanks to his talent and the training he received in Kyiv, the young singer was 

immediately enrolled in the third year of the Moscow Conservatory and began his studies in the class of 

G. Galvani. At the same time, he studied theater art in the class of the famous Maly Theater artist I. V. 

Samarin. 

 

Even against the background of the students of the Moscow Conservatory where the best talents from all 

over the Russian Empire studied, Mikhail Medvedev stood out for his wonderful tenor and the 

http://ami.spb.ru/A284/A284-081.html
https://jewish-music.huji.ac.il/content/pinhas-minkowski
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Розенблат,_Йоселе
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yossele_Rosenblatt
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exceptional ability to use it. Thanks to this talent, already in his student years he was chosen to prepare 

for the part of Lensky in “Eugene Onegin” under the direction of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. This 

performance staged by the students of the Moscow Conservatory in 1879 became the first performance of 

the future famous opera, and Medvedev was the first to perform the part of Vladimir Lensky. 

 

The beginning of his independent creative life is associated with Ukraine. In 1882, M. Medvedev made 

his debut with the part of Sobinin at the Kyiv Opera (I. Setov's theater-entreprise). Over time, he also 

performed in Kharkov (1883) and Odessa (1884). The 1885 season gave Mikhail Medvedev his first 

experience of performing in the imperial theaters. Then he made his debut with the roles of Lensky and 

Raoul at the Imperial Moscow Bolshoi Theater. 

 

From Moscow, M. Medvedev went on a long tour and performed in Simbirsk, Nizhny Novgorod, 

Taganrog, Samara, Oryol, Voronezh (1886), then in Ekaterinburg, Saratov, Kazan and Tiflis (1887-1888). 

In 1888 he once again returned to Kyiv (theater-entreprise of N.N.Savin (Slavich)), and also sang in 

Rostov-on-Don. 

 

In 1891-1892, Mikhail Medvedev sang for a whole season at the Imperial St. Petersburg Mariinsky 

Theater, where he debuted with the part of Othello in the opera of the same name by G. Verdi. Then he 

performed in Kazan and Kyiv (season 1893-1894), where he headed opera troupes, as well as in Odessa, 

Kherson, Yuzovka, in the Volga region (specifically, in Saratov), in the Crimea, in the North Caucasus 

and in Chisinau. It is also known about his performances in Saratov in 1897. 

 

In 1898, Mikhail Medvedev had his first significant experience in the field of teaching, and it was 

associated with the Kyiv Blumenfeld School of Music. 

 

At the end of the 19th century, recognition of the outstanding talent of Mikhail Medvedev spread far 

beyond the borders of the Russian Empire. This became the reason for the overseas tour. So during 1898-

1900 he gave concerts in the USA (New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago) and Canada (Montreal, 

Quebec) with great success. In 1901 M. Medvedev organized an opera troupe to tour North America. The 

tour included performances of both Russian (P. Tchaikovsky, M. Glinka, C. Cui, N. Rimsky-Korsakov, 

A. Arensky) and European composers (F. Schubert, J. Massenet). This tour received very good press 

coverage. 

 

After returning from America, Mikhail Medvedev who was approaching his 50th birthday, primarily 

focused on teaching. In 1901-1905 he taught at the Music and Drama School of the Moscow 

Philharmonic Society. In 1903 he became a professor there. At the same time he taught at the Moscow 

"Studio near the Arbat Gate". 

 

In 1905, M. Medvedev sang at the St. Petersburg "New Opera" under the direction of A. A. Tsereteli. In 

the same year, he moved to Kyiv and began teaching at the Kyiv Conservatory. Eventually, M. Medvedev 

opened the Kyiv Opera Higher Music and Drama Courses that taught vocals, music theory, diction and 

theatrical art. 

 

In 1907, in Rostov-on-Don, M. Medvedev taught vocals at the Presman Theater School. In the autumn of 

the same year, he accepted S. Brykin's invitation and became a stage teacher at the Kyiv Opera. 

 

In 1912, Mikhail Medvedev moved to Saratov where he lived for the rest of his life. Until his death, he 

taught at the Saratov Conservatory. In 1918-1920, together with N. Speransky, M. Medvedev organized 

an opera house there and was its leader. Already in Soviet times, when all theaters and schools were 

nationalized, he, together with A. Paskhalova, succeeded in opening opera singing classes in Saratov. 

 

M. Medvedev died in Saratov on August 8, 1925. His archive is kept in the State House-Museum of Pyotr 

Ilyich Tchaikovsky in Klin.    
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SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian 

Чернецький Є. Народжені в Білій Церкві: Михайло Медвєдєв // Тема. Информационно-рекламный 

еженедельник Белой Церкви и региона. – 2011. – 13 жовтня. – № 41 (262). – С. 13. 

(Chernetsky E., Born in Belaya Tserkov: Mikhail Medvedev // Topic. Information and advertising weekly 

of Belaya Tserkov and the region) 

 

English – 

https://www.centropa.org/photo/mikhail-efimovich-medvedev-meer-haimovich-bernshtein-stage 

 

 

Solomon Rabinovich (Sholem Aleichem), 1859-1916 

 

Born on February 18 (new style - March 2) 1859 in Pereyaslav, Poltava gubernia (now Pereyaslav-

Khmelnitsky, Kyiv region) in the family of a small shopkeeper Nakhum and Khaya-Esther Rabinovich 

(Vevikovs) and began his life with the name Solomon. His paternal grandparents were Vevik and Minda 

Rabinovich, and his maternal grandparents were Moisha-Yos and Gitla Gamarnik. The Rabinovichs were 

a typical patriarchal Jewish family. They did not have significant income, but the son had a refined 

spiritual outlook and received a good upbringing. 

 

Solomon's childhood passed in the town of Voronkov (now in the Boryspil region). He received the basic 

education in Voronkov in a traditional Jewish elementary school - cheder. At the age of 13, after the death 

of his mother, he entered a public school in Pereyaslav, which he graduated in 1876 at the age of 17. At 

that time, such an education was considered rather mediocre, but it opened up certain prospects for a 

talented young man. 

 

The first place of work greatly influenced the fate of Solomon Rabinovich. In 1877, he was hired as a 

private teacher for Golda (in Russian - Olga), the daughter of a quite successful Jewish businessman and 

landowner Elimelekh Loev. The teacher and student fell in love, but the social abyss became an obstacle 

to their feelings. Loev was not ready to give his daughter to a poor intellectual, and Rabinovich had to 

quit this job. 

 

The potential father-in-law needed a son-in-law who was, if not rich, then at least successful. This 

prompted Solomon Rabinovich to actively search for more prestigious areas of life. So over time, he 

became a manager of a sugar factory, and during 1880-1882 - even a rabbi in Lubny. 

 

Only that career choice made S. Rabinovich’s marriage with his former student possible. Their feelings 

turned out to be very strong and tested over the years. The much-desired marriage with Golda took place 

on May 12, 1883. It should be said that their family life turned out to be very happy and produced 

talented offspring. In the family of S. Rabinovich, 6 children were born. Among them the artist Norman 

Raben and the writer Lily Kaufman became famous, and one of their grandchildren is the American 

writer and educator Bel Kaufman.    

 

The marriage of S. Rabinovich became the reason for his move to Belaya Tserkov, which he first visited 

in 1880. He got a job as a secretary and lived with his wife on Klubnaya Street (now Les Kurbas Street) 

behind the House of Public Meeting known as The Club (now the Kyiv hotel). The Belaya Tserkov book 

factory now stands on the place where their house used to be. Unfortunately, the house itself has long 

been gone. In that house, the first later published works of Sholem Aleichem were written. This is a 

literary pseudonym that Solomon Rabinovich invented for himself. It means "Peace to you!" 

 

https://www.centropa.org/photo/mikhail-efimovich-medvedev-meer-haimovich-bernshtein-stage


38 
 

Memories of this house were left by N. Tonkonohy: “Day and night, a book factory that did not exist 

before the war is making noise with its rotary presses. In its place stood a gray two-storey brick house 

with square rusticated supports of a wide terrace and a triangular pediment on its cylindrical columns. A 

memorial plaque was installed on the wall of the building in honor of the visit of the Jewish progressive 

writer Sholem Aleichem to Belaya Tserkov, after whom one of the streets of the city is named. Before the 

revolution, he stayed in this house." N. Tonkonohy also made a very good drawing of this house 

 

Here, in the midst of the Belaya Tserkov Jewish quarter, Solomon Rabinovich gradually began to turn 

into Sholem Aleichem. His first literary attempts were essays and satire, later united by the common title 

"From Berdichevskaya Street". It should be recalled that Berdichevskaya was called what is now Bohdan 

Khmelnitsky Street. Also in Belaya Tserkov, he began his first big novels "Sender Blank", "Stempenu" 

and others, where he described the life of the Belaya Tserkov Jewish society. Sholem Aleichem wrote his 

works in Yiddish that at that time was the spoken language of ordinary Jewish people in Europe. 

 

The relatively carefree years filled with family happiness and literary work in Belaya Tserkov were 

drawing to a close. In 1887, Sholem Aleichem's father-in-law died, and he became the beneficiary of 

Loev's very substantial wealth. Having formalized the inheritance, he sold the inherited land and began to 

trade agricultural products and speculate in securities. It quickly became clear that Sholem Aleichem had 

no great commercial talent. The machinations in Odessa took away most of his fortune. Already in 

November 1890, Sholem Aleichem went bankrupt and, fearing creditors, left the Russian Empire with the 

remnants of his former wealth.   

 

Although Sholem Aleichem lost his capital, he managed to make a huge contribution to the development 

of Yiddish literature. In 1888, using his inheritance he began to publish a literary yearbook and cheap 

books of the “Jewish People's Library”. The first publication of the famous Jewish writer Yitzhak-Leib 

Peretz was published on the pages of this yearbook, and the books brought many literary works to the 

broad masses of the Jewish people. That is why 1888 is considered the year of birth of the latest Yiddish 

literature, although it has a quite ancient history and a great heritage. 

 

*** 

 

In his works, Sholem Aleichem described the world of ordinary people, their miserable life and optimistic 

faith in a better future. In a certain way, with his own life, he proved the vitality of such a worldview. 

This philosophy is embodied by perhaps the most famous of his characters - Tevye the milkman, whom 

readers first met in 1884. It should be added that Sholem Aleichem is often compared to Mark Twain for 

the similarity of styles, and also because both wrote a lot for children. 

 

The literary world of Sholem Aleichem is built completely on Ukrainian realities. Ukrainian folklore, 

vocabulary, nature, our towns and villages make up a significant part of his works. Sholem Aleichem is 

rightfully called the Ukrainian Jewish writer. His sad humor described the situations in which Jews lived 

here - one of the most humiliated peoples of the Russian Empire. This oppression that was also fully felt 

by the Ukrainians, Poles and other peoples who were forbidden to be themselves, was enshrined at the 

legislative level and became an integral part of Russia's domestic policy at that time. The first European 

period of Sholem Aleichem's life was spent traveling. He visited, in particular, Vienna and Paris. 

Meanwhile, his relatives paid off his debts, and only after the last creditor was satisfied Sholem Aleichem 

dared to return to his native land. Here he concentrated exclusively on literary activity, living in Kyiv and 

Odessa, often visiting Lvov. He left many works about these cities, filled with extremely accurate 

characteristics of urban life. 

 

Here is an example of a few sentences about Lvov in the style characteristic of Sholem Aleichem: “Lvov, 

you see, is not at all what Brody is. First, the city itself is purity, breadth, beauty! You can’t help but 

admire it. Of course, in Lvov there are exactly the same streets as in Brody, where in the middle of 

summer you can only walk in deep galoshes and holding your nose. But in the middle of the city there is a 
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park where everyone is allowed to walk, even goats. Free country! On Saturdays, Jews spazieren (walk) 

along the streets, and no one will even comment on that. And what kind of people! Mom says that Brody 

compared to Lvov is like the earth to the sky. My brother Elya regrets that Brody comes first after the 

border, and Lvov is behind it. It is a pity that it’s not the other way around. But Pinya insists that Lvov is 

better than Brody because it is located further from the border, but closer to America." 

 

The political views of Sholem Aleichem were changing throughout his life. From the Russian 

assimilation movement (it was about the assimilation of Jews, their rebirth as "real Russian people") with 

which he was associated in his younger years he switched to moderate Zionism. In 1888 he joined the 

pro-Palestine organization Hovevei Zion. Over time, he took a prominent place in the Zionist movement, 

in particular, in 1907 he represented the United States of America at the 8th Zionist Congress in Hague. 

 

The writer traveled a lot, gave lectures around the world, which he organized very often and with great 

enthusiasm. Sholem Aleichem made every effort to popularize Yiddish literature. However, in those 

difficult times, such travel was sometimes unsafe. In 1903 Sholem Aleichem experienced a Jewish 

pogrom in Chisinau, and in 1908, while traveling with a series of author's meetings with his readers, he 

fell seriously ill in Baranovichi (now in Belarus). It was determined that his tuberculosis became worse. 

For two months Sholem Aleichem was treated in a local hospital. It was obvious that the local climate had 

a very negative effect on his health and could prematurely shorten his life. 

 

This became the reason for his second trip to Europe, where (and also in Egypt) were the most popular 

resorts in the world for treating tuberculosis. This disease was then reaping a terrible harvest not only 

among the poor, but also among the wealthy and even among the aristocracy. That is why Lesya Ukrainka 

and many other outstanding personalities suffering from tuberculosis spent a significant part of their lives 

outside the Motherland. The next six years Sholem Aleichem spent mainly in Italy, Switzerland and 

Germany, receiving treatment in different resorts. In the summer of 1914 came the end of the old world, 

though very few people realized that at the time. Europe threw itself into the vortex of a big war that after 

half a century was called the First World War. German pogroms began in the Russian Empire, and 

Russian subjects, among them Sholem Aleichem, were expelled from Germany. The writer with part of 

his family decided to immigrate to the United States, which he did in 1915. He settled in New York City 

in Manhattan. 

 

However, the new location was not very favorable for his health. On May 13, 1916 Sholem Aleichem 

died. He was buried in the Mount Carmel Cemetery in Queens (New York). 

 

Sholem Aleichem will forever remain one of the greatest classics of Jewish literature. His creative 

heritage (ten novels, twenty plays, hundreds of stories) consisting of works of different genres, from short 

stories and children's books to scientific articles, comprise forty volumes. His works have been translated 

into many languages. 

 

There are two Sholem Aleichem museums in Ukraine: in Kyiv and Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky, as well as 

monuments in these cities and several memorial plaques across Ukraine. One of these memorial plaques 

is located in Belaya Tserkov on Les Kurbas Street and reminds of the place where Sholem Aleichem 

lived. There is a monument nearby. Also, one of the streets in the historical center of our city is named in 

honor of the outstanding writer. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

Чернецький Є., Шолом-Алейхем у Білій Церкві та світі (ч. 1) // Тема. Информационно-рекламный 

еженедельник Белой Церкви и региона. – 2012. – 12 липня. – № 28 (301). – С. 13 

(Chernetsky E., Sholem Aleichem in Belaya Tserkov and the world (part 1) // Topic. Information and 

advertising weekly of Belaya Tserkov and the region)  
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Чернецький Є., Шолом-Алейхем у Білій Церкві та світі (ч. 2) // Тема. Информационно-рекламный 

еженедельник Белой Церкви и региона – 2012. – 19 липня. – № 29 (302). 

(Chernetsky E., Sholem Aleichem in Belaya Tserkov and the world (part 2) // Topic. Information and 

advertising weekly of Belaya Tserkov and the region)  

 

Козаченко В. А. Художня спадщина Наума Тонконогого (за матеріалами колекції 

Білоцерківського краєзнавчого музею) // Юр’ївський літопис. Науково-популярне історичне 

видання Білоцерківського державного краєзнавчого музею. – Біла Церква: Офсет; Білоцерківський 

державний краєзнавчий музей, 2006. – № 5. – С. 137. 

(Kozachenko V.A., Artistic heritage of Naum Tonkonohy (based on the collection of the Belaya Tserkov 

Museum of Local History) // Yuriiv’s Chronicle. Popular science historical publication of the Belaya 

Tserkov State Museum of Local History)  

 

Russian – 

Тонконогий Н. Мой город родной. Истоки // Юр’ївський літопис. Науково-популярне історичне 

видання Білоцерківського державного краєзнавчого музею. № 5. – Біла Церква: Офсет; 

Білоцерківський державний краєзнавчий музей, 2006. – С. 110; 

(Tonkonohy N., My hometown. Roots // Yuriiv’s Chronicle. Popular science historical publication of the 

Belaya Tserkov State Museum of Local History. № 5)   

 

English –  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sholem_Aleichem 

       

 

Alexander Glikberg (Sasha Cherny), 1880-1932 

 

Son of Mikhail. Born in Odessa in a Jewish family. He spent his childhood in Belaya Tserkov, where he 

studied at the gymnasium. 

 

In 1905 he moved to St. Petersburg, where under the pseudonym Sasha Cherny worked in satirical 

magazines. From 1908 he collaborated with the “Satyricon” magazine and became its leading author. In 

1912 Sasha Cherny made his debut as a children's writer with the short story "The Red Stone". Writing 

for children later became his main genre. 

 

He did not accept the Bolshevik coup, and emigrated abroad. He lived in Berlin, Rome, Paris. He died of 

a heart attack. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Саша_Чёрный 

 

English – 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasha_Chorny 

 

 

Israel Levick, 1883-1967 

 

The son of Julian (known as Sergei Yurievich). Born in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

He began to study music and singing as a child. He took private singing lessons. When he was 9 years 

old, the family moved to Berdichev. In 1907 he studied at the Higher Music and Drama Courses in Kyiv. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sholem_Aleichem
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Саша_Чёрный
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasha_Chorny
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From 1909 he began performing on the stage of the People's House of the Society of Opera Artists under 

the direction of M. Kirikov and M. Zimmerman, and later at the Theater of Musical Drama in Petrograd. 

 

He taught performing arts at the Leningrad Conservatory. Having lost his voice, Levik decided to take up 

literary work. He is the author of the books "Notes of an Opera Singer" and "A Quarter of a Century in 

the Opera". 

 

SOURCES 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Левик,_Сергей_Юрьевич 

 

Abram Cherkassky, 1886-1968 

 

Son of Mark. Born in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

He received his art education at the Kyiv Art School under A. Murashko (1901-1909) and at the St. 

Petersburg Academy of Arts (1909-1917). Since 1917 he lived in Vinnitsa, a member of the creative 

association of Ukrainian Soviet artists - the Association of Revolutionary Art of Ukraine (ARMU). 

 

1926-1937 - teacher and professor (since 1935) at the Kyiv Art Institute. 

1937-1940 - exile in Karaganda. 

1940-1960 - professor at the art school in Alma-Ata. 

 

People's Artist of the Kazakh SSR (1963). The works of A. Cherkassky - portraits, still lifes, landscapes - 

are kept mainly in the Kazakhstan Art Gallery in Alma-Ata. 

 

Jacob Steinberg, 1887-1947 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov in a traditional Jewish family. He studied at the cheder and yeshiva. 

 

He was published in Jewish magazines. He wrote his works in Yiddish and Hebrew. His most famous 

works are the stories "The Blind Woman" and "The Rabbi's Daughter". 

 

He moved to Palestine, where he wrote only in Hebrew and translated the classics of world literature into 

Hebrew. 

 

In 1937 he became a laureate of the Bialik Literary Prize. 

 

From 1942 he collaborated with the “Vesy” magazine. 

 

Lev Yampolsky, 1889-1972 

 

Son of Gregory. Born in Belaya Tserkov. Jewish composer. 

 

Studying music since childhood, he was constantly improving his skills: in 1910 he took composition 

lessons from the professor of the St. Petersburg Conservatory A. Lyadov, then he studied with the 

professor of the Kharkov Music Institute S. Bogatyrev. From 1923 he lived in Moscow. 

 

In the 1920s, he was the musical director of the Kharkov experimental studio "Free Art", later 

collaborated with Jewish theaters in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Azerbaijan, wrote music for 

performances. The author of music for more than 100 performances that were staged in Soviet theaters in 

Yiddish, and Jewish songs. 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Левик,_Сергей_Юрьевич
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In 1935 his song collections "Jewish folk songs", "Call", "Perekop" were published. 

 

Everyone who got acquainted with the work of L. Yampolsky was struck by the clearly expressed Jewish 

character of his works. He never became a Soviet (international in terms of the nature of his works) 

composer, always remaining a purely Jewish artist. 

 

Joseph Spinel, 1892-1980 

 

An outstanding figure in the Soviet cinema, Russian and Ukrainian artist, film designer. 

 

Born on September 24 (October 7) 1892 in Belaya Tserkov in the family of teacher Aron Spinel, was the 

eighth child. His father died early. Mother and sisters earned money by sewing, and older brothers were 

tutors. There were several thousand such poor Jewish families in Belaya Tserkov at that time. The 

constant lack of funds for a normal life was the engine that pushed out several talented young men from 

this environment whose names are inscribed in the world culture. 

 

For a young Jewish boy, this start into the world cultural immortality was associated, it is believed, with 

the revolution of 1905. That’s when a student of the Moscow Art School, known under the Party 

pseudonym "Comrade Pyotr", appeared in Belaya Tserkov. It was he who when not busy organizing 

social democratic lessons and agitating presented the boy with a box of paints and probably gave him 

several lessons. 

 

Joseph Spinel was not accepted into the Belaya Tserkov gymnasium. After graduating from a private 

school, he moved to Kyiv, where one of his older brothers studied at a medical school. His mother and 

her daughters also moved there. 

 

First, J. Spinel got a job as a draftsman-land surveyor, and then enrolled in the architectural department of 

the Kyiv Art School. Upon graduation, Joseph Spinel worked as an assistant to his former teacher, 

architect Rykov. It is known that he took part in the design of the church at a military cemetery. 

 

In 1916, J. Spinel was forced to leave this job - he was drafted into the army. His regiment was stationed 

in Vinnitsa. From the end of 1917, his fate was connected with the Red Army. Then Lenin, Trotsky and 

others tried to destroy the young independent states that were born on the ruins of the Russian Empire. 

Fortunately, J. Spinel was destined not to murder, but to build. As part of the 211st military construction 

detachment, he participated in the construction of bridges, hospitals, etc. 

 

During the bloody events of that time, namely in 1920, fate brought him in Cherkassy with the troupe of 

the Kyiv Theater of Russian Drama. J. Spinel met with the chief director Gnat Yura and the leading actor 

Ambrose Buchma, who asked him to take on the production design for several performances. 

 

Then J. Spinel was not allowed to develop his own creative direction. He had to continue building for the 

needs of the Red Army. After discharge from the army, he ended up in the Donbass, where he was 

engaged in the restoration of destroyed mines. 

 

But already in 1921, Spinel reached Moscow and entered the architectural department of the Higher Art 

and Technical Studios (VKHUTEMAS). At first he had to spend nights at a railway station ... However, a 

meeting with his friend from the Kyiv Art School improved his living conditions. Spinel's talent was 

quickly revealed. At the time of graduation from VKHUTEMAS in 1926, he already had both Soviet and 

foreign awards. 
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Meanwhile, Spinel's health was deteriorating. At that time, tuberculosis was treated primarily by changing 

the climate. That is why J. Spinel accepted the offer of his old friend, screenwriter and director Grigory 

Cherikover (Gricher), and moved to Odessa. 

 

Thus began his meteoric film career. From 1928 he worked at the Odessa Film Technical School, and 

then at the Kyiv Film Institute. In 1933, J. Spinel returned to Moscow and got a job at the 

Moskinokombinat film studio (Mosfilm). In 1940 he began teaching at The Gerasimov Institute of 

Cinematography (VGIK) and in 1965 became a professor. 

 

Until 1966, as an artist and production designer, Joseph Aronovich Spinel participated in the creation of 

more than 60 feature films. He collaborated with such prominent directors as A. Dovzhenko, S. 

Eisenstein, M. Romm, G. Roshal, Raizman and Yutkevich. Among his films, are such outstanding works 

as "Arsenal" (1928, directed by A. Dovzhenko), "Pyshka" (1934, directed by M. Romm), "Petersburg 

Night" (1934, directed by G. Roshal and V. Stroeva), “Stars of Paris” (1936, directed by G. Roshal), 

“Alexander Nevsky” (1938, directed by S. Eisenstein and D. Vasiliev), “Ivan Grozny "(1944-1945, 

directed by S. Eisenstein)," Conspiracy of the Doomed "(1950, directed by M. Kalatozov), the Sisters 

trilogy," The Eighteenth Year "," Gloomy Morning "(1957-1959, directed by G. Roshal). 

 

These and other films of his have become classics of socialist realism and part of the world film heritage. 

Among the high awards received by Joseph Spinel, are the title of Honored Artist of the RSFSR (1940) 

and the State Prize of the USSR, 2nd degree (1951). 

 

Joseph Spinel died in Moscow on July 2, 1980. 

 

In 1979, the Moscow publishing house "Art" published as part of the series "Masters of Soviet Theater 

and Cinema" Tamara Tarasova-Krasina's book "Joseph Spinel: The Artist's Way", dedicated to the work 

of Joseph Aronovich Spinel. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

Чернецький Є. Народжені в Білій Церкві: Йосип Шпінель // Тема. Информационно-рекламный 

еженедельник Белой Церкви и региона. – 2011. – 27 жовтня. – № 43 (264). – С. 13. 

(Chernetsky E., Born in Belaya Tserkov: Joseph Spinel // Topic. Information and advertising weekly of 

Belaya Tserkov and the region) 

 

Benny Goodman, 1909-1986 

 

(Benjamin David Goodman) 

 

Jazz clarinetist and conductor, nicknamed "The King of Swing". 

 

Born on May 30, 1909 in Belaya Tserkov or in Chicago in the family of immigrants David Gutman (from 

Belaya Tserkov) and Dora Rezinskaya (Grizinskaya, Grinskaya ?; from Kovno). 

 

He studied clarinet at the Kehelah Jacob Synagogue School. Already in his youth he became a virtuoso 

and performed in various groups. In 1925, 16-year-old Goodman joined one of the best Chicago 

orchestras - The Ben Pollack Orchestra. In 1926 he took part in musical recordings. Two years later, his 

first solo recordings appeared. 

 

In the late 1920s he moved to New York, where he worked until the early 1930s, gaining popularity. He 

played with famous bands of Red Nichols, Isam Jones and Ted Lewis, and in 1932 he created his own 

band. In 1934 he signed a contract with Columbia Records. Performing his own music, as well as popular 
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music in his own manner, together with solid creative foundation made Benny Goodman a rising star in 

the mid-1930s. His performance on August 21, 1935 at the Palomar Ballroom in Los Angeles brought 

him widespread fame. This date is often called the beginning of the swing era. 

 

Benny Goodman's success in swing has been compared to Elvis Presley's success in rock’n’roll. Both 

popularized black music among white youth. B. Goodman was not only a virtuoso performer - he was an 

extremely creative clarinetist and innovator of the jazz era prior to the Bebop era. 

 

Throughout the 1930s, Benny Goodman's fame grew. He performed first in a trio, later in a quartet, and 

then in a sextet. On January 16, 1938, his team gave a famous concert at Carnegie Hall. However, by the 

mid-1940s, there was a crisis in the popularity of big bands mainly because of financial difficulties caused 

by the Second World War. 

 

In the 1950s, swing was losing popularity. B. Goodman tried himself in different genres, but was not 

successful. However, he released an album of recordings of his concerts in the late 1930s: "Carnegie Hall 

Jazz Concert" and "Jazz Concert No. 2" hit the charts. B. Goodman also played at various international 

festivals and organized tours around the world. In particular, in 1962 Benny Goodman toured the USSR. 

In Kyiv, he gave a concert at the House of Culture of Metro Builders on Prorizna Street. 

 

In the 1960s - 1980s, Benny Goodman continued to perform mainly with small groups. At the end of his 

life he received the Grammy Award for the ”Let's Dance!” album.  

 

He died of a heart attack on June 13, 1986 in New York. He was buried at the Long Ridge Cemetery in 

Stamford, Connecticut. 

 

His wife was Alice Hammond Duckworth, sister of his friend John Hammond; they married on March 14, 

1942. They had two daughters. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Бенні_Гудмен 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Гудмен,_Бенни 

 

English – 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Goodman 

 

 

Boris Yampolsky, 1912-1972 

 

Son of Samuel. Born in Belaya Tserkov in an office worker’s family. 

 

Graduated from the M. Gorky Literary Institute (1941). 

 

The first story "Fair" (1941) - lyrical sketches from childhood in a small town. 

 

During World War II he was a correspondent for the "Red Star" newspaper. He conveyed his military 

impressions in the story "The Road of Trials" (1955). He also wrote “Boy from Golubina Street” (1959), 

“Three Springs” (1962) and others stories. 

 

B. Yampolsky's works have been translated into many languages. 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Бенні_Гудмен
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Гудмен,_Бенни
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benny_Goodman
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Alexander Borschagovsky, 1913-2006 

 

Born on October 1 (14), 1913 in Belaya Tserkov in a Jewish family. His father was an attorney, and his 

mother was a midwife. Graduated from the Kyiv Theater Institute. 

 

He took part in the World War II. He was awarded the medal "For the Defense of Stalingrad". 

 

Doctor of Philology. For many years he wrote about the Ukrainian theater. He authored the book "The 

Dramatic Works of Ivan Franko" and an essay about the outstanding Ukrainian actor A. Buchma. 

 

One of the leading theater critics. In 1949 he was accused of "bourgeois cosmopolitanism" and lost his 

job. Not being able to work in the theater, he began to write. Based on his story "Three Poplars on 

Shabolovka", the film "Three Poplars on Plyushchikha" was shot. 

 

The author of the plays "The Wife", "Bear Skin", "The Lady's Tailor", "The King and the Fool" and the 

book of memoirs "Notes of the Favorite of Fate" - a poignant story about the political censorship of the 

1930s, the struggle against the "rootless cosmopolitans" in the 1940s , the trial of members of the Jewish 

Anti-Fascist Committee and the death of S. Mikhoels. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Борщаговский,_Александр_Михайлович 

 

 

Leonid Zatulovsky, born in 1935 

 

Son of Boris. Born in 1935 in Belaya Tserkov in a Jewish family. Since 1944 he lived in Chernivtsi. 

 

He studied at the Chernivtsi secondary school No. 3 that had a brass band. In 1955 he graduated from the 

Chernivtsi School of Music. For fifty years he taught at the Chernivtsi Children's Music School No. 1. He 

is a founder and a musical director (1976-1980) of the vocal-pop ensemble "Cheremosh" of the Chernivtsi 

Regional Philharmonic, whose soloists were Lydia and Aurika Rotaru. 

 

L. Zatulovsky is considered one of the leading specialists in the training of musicians in Bukovina: 

performers, teachers, conductors, composers. Among them are People's Artist of Ukraine, composer N. 

Mozgovoy, trumpeter K. Nemechek, professor of the Novosibirsk Conservatory V. Slepynin, composers 

V. Buslenko and A. Alper and many others. 

 

Honored Artist of Ukraine, laureate of the Sidi Tal International Prize. The author of numerous 

symphonic and choral works, as well as about 100 pop songs (in particular, "Forget the sadness", 

"Dreams", "Fairy Tale"). The Melodiya company has recorded 9 records with his works and 

arrangements. A star in the constellation Lyra was named after him in 1996.    

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

http://esu.com.ua/search_articles.php?id=15734 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Затуловский,_Леонид_Борисович 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Борщаговский,_Александр_Михайлович
http://esu.com.ua/search_articles.php?id=15734
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Затуловский,_Леонид_Борисович
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Alexander Zlotnik, born in 1948 

 

Son of Joseph. Born on November 15, 1948 in Tarashcha, Kyiv region. When he was 5 years old, the 

family moved to Belaya Tserkov, where he went to the 8-year school No. 7. In the second grade, while 

attending a concert of a children's music school, he became interested in music. The future composer 

studied at the First Music School, the director of which was then David Isaakovich Veksler. He also took 

private music lessons. 

 

Graduated from the Lysenko Musical Boarding School and the Tchaikovsky Kyiv State Conservatory. In 

1983 he received a second graduate degree at the Nezhdanov Odessa State Conservatory. 

 

The central place in Zlotnik’s work are songs based on the Ukrainian folk melos. The melodies of almost 

all of the composer's works are so imbued with the spirit of Ukrainian folk song that sometimes they are 

perceived as truly folk music. 

 

From the very beginning of his career the biography of Alexander Zlotnik combines composing, teaching 

and education. In addition to writing music and improving professional skills, in 1972-1978 he taught at 

the Gorky Kyiv State Pedagogical Institute, and since 1999 - at the Kyiv National University of Culture 

and Art. In 2009, the composer was elected rector of the Glier Kyiv Institute of Music. 

 

Thanks to Alexander Zlotnik new bright stars such as Tina Karol, Svetlana Loboda, Vasily Lazarovich, 

Vasily Bondarchuk and Iris (Irina Rosenfeld) lit up in the sky of the Ukrainian stage. 

 

Alexander Zlotnik is the Honored Artist of Ukraine (1996), People's Artist of Ukraine (1998), was 

awarded the Order of Merit III degree (2003), the Order of Yaroslav Mudry IV degree (2008), the Order 

of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker "For the enhancement of good on Earth" (1998), the Order of St. 

Svyatoslav III degree, WIPO Big Gold Medal (Switzerland). 

 

He is the creator, co-organizer, and most often, the chairman of the jury of several international and 

national music competitions and festivals. Among them are the D. Oistrakh International Violin 

Competition, the Slavyansky Bazaar International Festival of Arts, the All-Ukrainian Children's 

Competition "Step to the Stars", etc.    

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

http://www.pisni.org.ua/persons/87.html 

 

 

 

Elena Kasavina, born in 1952 

 

Born on April 17, 1952 in Belaya Tserkov. Daughter of Boris. 

 

It is believed that this surname is derived from the word "kasav" (commander or warrior) and comes from 

either the Crimean or Moldavian Jews. Her grandmother, Bella Bentsionovna Kalnitskaya, née Vinokur, 

lived in eastern Podolia (she definitely had roots in the cities of Dashev, Kalnik, Gaisin). 

 

Ukrainian artist, animation producer. Member of the National Union of Cinematographers of Ukraine. 

Member of the International Association of Animators "Asifa", laureate of many international awards. 

 

http://www.pisni.org.ua/persons/87.html
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She graduated from the architectural school of the Kyiv Art Institute (1976), two-year animation program 

at the Kyivnauchfilm studio (specialty - animator), advance course for scriptwriters and directors 

(Moscow, workshop of F. S. Khitruk and Yu. B. Norshtein (specialty - animation film)). Director, 

educator. 

 

Activity: 

 

Animation artist of the following wellknown animation productions: "Как Петрик Пяточкин слоников 

считал" ("How Petrik Pyatochkin counted elephants", 1984), "Доктор Айболит" ("Doctor Aybolit", 

1984-1985, 4, 5, 7 episodes), "Остров сокровищ" ("Treasure Island", 1988) and many others. 

 

 Producer of  Jewish fairy tales “Представьте себе"  ("Imagine",2013); "Bobe Mayses", 1993 

(Screenwriter in collaboration with Eduard Kirich; cartoon based on Jewish folklore; cameraman Sergei 

Maksimovich, co-production artist Natalya Krashchina, literary editor Yakov Lotovsky, text read by 

Alexander Kalyagin, music by Vadim Khrapachev performed by the Kyiv Symphony Orchestra, 

conductor Fyodor Glushchenko). The film has won several prizes at international animation festivals. 

This work was created, in large part, thanks to the philanthropist Arnold Gershman. Commercial rights 

belong to the law firm “Sacramento, LTD.” 

 

Chief animator and art director of “Boston Animation” (Kyiv), an American developer of animated 

computer games. Head of training courses for artists-animators. Head of animation workshops for 

children in Ukraine and abroad.  

 

SOURCES 

 

Russian – 

Яковина А. “Бобе майсес” – История забытой сказки // Мигдаль Times. – 2003. – № 39 

http://www.migdal.org.ua/times/39/3242/. (Anton Yakovina, “Bobe Mayses – the story of the forgotten 

fairytale” – about Elena Kasavina)  

 

Ilana Vaisman, 1959-2009 

 

Daughter of factory worker Boris Vaisman, son of Benjamin, and trade worker Nina, daughter of Joseph, 

née Beckler. Born on May 23, 1959 in Tiraspol. After her birth, the family moved to Belaya Tserkov. 

 

She had musculoskeletal problems. Over time, she could only move in a wheelchair. 

 

In 1991 she moved to Israel with her family. 

 

She began to write poetry as a teenager. Thanks to numerous publications and dynamic creative activity, 

she became a member of the Union of Russian-speaking Writers and the Federation of Writers' Unions of 

Israel (1996). Jury member of Israeli and international literary competitions. Laureate, prize-winner and 

diploma winner of a number of literary competitions, prizes and awards in Israel, Ukraine and the Russian 

Federation. She created the Literary Living Room "Warm House", for which she was awarded the medal 

of the SOKHNUT Jewish Agency. 

 

Ilana died on November 6, 2009 in Tel Aviv. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Russian – 

http://cyclowiki.org/wiki/Илана_Борисовна_Вайсман 

 

http://www.migdal.org.ua/times/39/3242/
http://cyclowiki.org/wiki/Илана_Борисовна_Вайсман
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SCIENTISTS 

 

Isidor Gilberg, born in 1852 

 

Born in the family of a doctor of medical sciences in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

When Isidor was a young child his family moved to Vienna, where he completed his secondary 

education. 

 

At the University of Vienna, he studied classical philology. While being a student, he published his first 

work entitled "Zum Christus patiens", and in 1874 he received his Ph.D. In 1877 he became assistant 

professor of classical philology at the University of Vienna. 

 

From 1879 he was a visiting professor at the University of Prague. In 1882 he was invited to work as a 

full-time professor at the Department of Classical Philology of Chernivtsi University, where in the 1891-

1892 academic year he served as Dean of the Philosophy School. In the 1897-1898 academic year - rector 

of the Chernivtsi University.  

 

Alexander Eisenberg, 1898-1984 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov in the family of a dentist Abram Eisenberg. 

 

Alexander graduated from the Belaya Tserkov gymnasium with high honors and studied at the medical 

school of the Imperial University of St. Vladimir in Kyiv. After graduation, he was sent to fight a typhus 

epidemic. Treating the patients, he became infected. Was seriously ill. He was nursed back to health by 

doctor Sarah Bereznitskaya, who eventually became his wife. 

 

In 1935 he defended his Ph.D thesis on "Primary lung cancer". In 1940 he became a doctor of medical 

sciences and headed the department of internal medicine at the Vinnitsa Medical Institute. 

 

During Second World War, he was assigned to one of the hospitals in Perm, and later transferred to Ufa, 

where he served as an assistant then the head of Department of Clinical Therapy of the Bashkir Medical 

Institute. In 1952 A. Eisenberg was elected the head of the Department of Clinical Therapy of the Kyiv 

Medical Institute. 

 

In 1958-1973 he headed the department of clinical therapy at the O. Bogomolets Kyiv Medical Institute. 

His scientific works are devoted to the issues of lung cancer, wound sepsis, septic (agranulocytic) angina, 

and rheumatology and cardiology problems.    

 

Bentsion Vul, 1903-1985 

 

Physicist, specialist in the field of dielectrics, semiconductors and quantum electronics with a worldwide 

reputation. 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov on May 9 (22), 1903 in the family of a builder of horse-drawn carriages 

(blacksmith, repairer of wooden wheels), the owner of the workshop, Moses, the son of Ilya, and his wife 

Basya. The Vul property was located on 4 Kuznechnaya Street. We are probably talking about Moshka 

Vul, the son of Gilya. Gilya Vul, the son of Haikel, who was mentioned in 1896 by the owner of house 

No. 2 on Kuznechnaya Street, and in 1906, together with his son Moshka, he was included in the "List of 

Persons Eligible to Vote in Elections to the State Duma." Moses's smithy stood on the same property - not 

far from the house. Moses died in 1934 or 1935, and Bentsion came to his funeral. 
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The family of Moses and Basya Vul also had a middle son Isaac and the youngest daughter Eugenia (born 

in 1911). Isaac was not married, served in the Red Army, participated in the Soviet-Finnish and the 

Second World War, and disappeared without a trace. Eugenia Vul was a housewife, she married Usher 

Indiktor, the son of Mordka. Usher worked until 1941 in the weaver cooperative. At the beginning of the 

World War II, Usher went to the front, and his wife with two children was evacuated to Kokand 

(Uzbekistan), and then to Ulan-Ude. After returning to Belaya Tserkov in October 1944, Eugenia 

managed to return the apartment in her father's house thanks to the efforts of the prominent scientist 

Vavilov, her brother Bentsion’s colleague. Her husband Usher returned from the war and worked first as 

a carpenter then in the 1960s-1970s at a sewing vocational school. Every month, Eugenia’s family 

received financial assistance from Bentsion Vul. The Belaya Tserkov period of B. Vul’s life is known 

from the memoirs of his nephew Lev Indiktor, the son of Usher and Eugenia. Bentsion's niece Sofia, nee 

Indiktor (born in 1938), moved to Israel. 

 

In Belaya Tserkov, Bentsion graduated from a two-year Jewish school. Then he studied at the classical 

gymnasium. According to other sources, he studied in city primary schools, and after the revolution - in 

secondary schools. 

 

In 1920 he volunteered for the Red Army. He fought against the UPR as part of the First Cavalry Army. 

Over time, he was elected to the post of secretary of the Komsomol organization of Belaya Tserkov 

which he held for several months. He was also engaged in Komsomol work later. In 1922 he joined the 

CPSU (b). 

 

In 1921, the Kyiv gubernia committee of the Komsomol mobilized him to study at the Kyiv Polytechnic 

Institute. His diploma work was his project of a thermal power plant for the future Dnieper Hydroelectric 

Station. After graduating from the Kyiv Polytechnic Institute in January 1928, he remained there as a 

post-graduate student at the Department of Electrical Engineering. He graduated from the post-graduate 

program and defended his dissertation at the end of 1929. 

 

From 1932 he worked at the Physics Institute of the USSR Academy of Sciences. In 1935 he received the 

scientific degree of Doctor of Physics and Mathematical Sciences. B. Vul made his main discoveries in 

the physics of dielectrics and semiconductors, invented new types of materials used in the manufacture of 

high-frequency capacitors and piezoelectric elements. He played a key role in the development of the first 

in the USSR semiconductor diodes, transistors, solar cells, semiconductor lasers, etc. He was the first to 

synthesize piezoelectric ceramics. 

 

Corresponding Member (since 1939), later full member of the USSR Academy of Sciences (since 1972). 

Awards: Stalin Prize II Degree. (1946), Lenin Prize (1964), Hero of Socialist Labor (1969), holder of five 

Orders of Lenin, October Revolution, Labor Red Banner, "Badge of Honor" and numerous medals. 

 

Shortly before his death, he visited Belaya Tserkov. He died on April 9, 1985 in Moscow. He was buried 

at the Novodevichy cemetery. One of the streets in Belaya Tserkov is named after him. The Belaya 

Tserkov Museum of Local History contains personal belongings, documents, photographs and books of 

Bentsion Vul, some of them he shared personally in 1981, and the rest were shared by his daughter Elena 

after her father’s death. 

 

Bentsion Vul met his wife Sofya Danilovna in Kyiv. The couple had a daughter, Elena, who married the 

mathematician Yakov Grigorievich Sinai. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian –  

Власенко В., Чернецький Є., Коріння Білоцерківського державного аграрного університету 

(Нариси історії). – Біла Церква, 2000. – 36 с. 
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(Vlasenko V., Chernetsky E., Roots of Bila Tserkva National Agrarian University (Essays on History))  

 

Діденко Л., Біла Церква – батьківщина всесвітньо відомого вченого Бенціона Мойсейовича Вула 

(до 100-річчя від дня народження вченого) // Юр’ївський літопис. Науково-популярне історичне 

видання Білоцерківського державного краєзнавчого музею. – Біла Церква: Білоцерківський 

державний краєзнавчий музей, 2003. – № 2. – С. 63-64 

(Didenko L., Belaya Tserkov - the birthplace of the world-famous scientist Bentsion Moiseevich Vul (for 

the 100th anniversary of the scientist's birth) // Yuriiv’s Chronicle. Popular science historical publication 

of the Belaya Tserkov State Museum of Local History)  

 

Сучкова Т., Видатні діячі науки Білоцерківщини 1920-1940 рр. // Юр’ївський літопис. Науково-

популярне історичне видання Білоцерківського державного краєзнавчого музею. – Біла Церква: 

Білоцерківський державний краєзнавчий музей, 2003. – № 2. – С. 71 

(Suchkova T., Outstanding figures of science of Belaya Tserkov region of 1920-1940 // Yuriiv’s 

Chronicle. Popular science historical publication of the Belaya Tserkov State Museum of Local History. - 

Belaya Tserkov: Belaya Tserkov State Museum of Local History)  

 

Семида Т., Вулиця Ковальська // Юр’ївський літопис. Науково-популярне історичне видання 

Білоцерківського державного краєзнавчого музею. – Біла Церква: Білоцерківський державний 

краєзнавчий музей, 2004. – № 3. – С. 99-101 

(Semida T., Kowalska Street // Yuriiv’s Chronicle. Popular science historical publication of the Belaya 

Tserkov State Museum of Local History)  

 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Вул_Бенціон_Мойсейович 

 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Вул,_Бенцион_Моисеевич 

 

English – 

https://kpi.ua/en/vul-foto 

       

 

Vladimir Bialik, 1908-1972 

 

Born in Belaya Tserkov in the family of Lazar Bialik. 

 

After graduating from the Kyiv Medical Institute (1930) he worked as a pathologist and forensic medical 

expert in Belaya Tserkov. Since 1935 he was engaged in scientific research at the Kyiv Medical Institute. 

 

From the first days of the war until its end, he supervised the work of medical forensics in the army. He 

rose to the rank of colonel of the medical service, chief pathologist of the 1st Ukrainian Front. Under his 

leadership, the first mass pathology studies of those killed on the battlefield were carried out. 

 

After discharge from the army, he headed the pathology office of the Kyiv Military District and taught at 

the O. Bogomolets Kyiv Medical Institute. 

 

He authored 110 scientific works, including 4 monographs. 

 

Isaac Tsidilkovsky, 1923-2001 

 

Son of Mikhail. Born in Rokitne in a Jewish family of teachers. His childhood and school years were 

spent in Belaya Tserkov. 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Вул_Бенціон_Мойсейович
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Вул,_Бенцион_Моисеевич
https://kpi.ua/en/vul-foto


51 
 

 

In 1940 he entered the Kyiv Industrial Institute. In the first days of the war he volunteered for the front. 

He met the victory in Prague. After the war he graduated from the physics department of Kyiv University. 

 

His first scientific work was immediately translated into English and even today has not lost its scientific 

value. He investigated the features of semiconductors. 

 

In 1999 he became a full member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Author of 10 monographs.  

 

Vladimir Romanenko, 1931-2017 

 

Born on January 14, 1931 in Leningrad. Son of Nikolai and Rakhil Romanenko. Rakhil was the daughter 

of Mikhel-Leib Pratusevich, the son of Moishe (Mikhail, the son of Moses), and Maria Pevzner and was 

born on April 26, 1903 in Belaya Tserkov. Mikhail Pratusevich moved to Belaya Tserkov from Mir, 

Minsk gubernia. In 1905 he passed the exams at the Skvira school for the right to teach among Jews, he 

taught at a women's school, eventually collaborated with the “Prosvita” society, and under the Bolsheviks 

taught in the ”Down with Illiteracy” society. 

 

Vladimir studied at the Leningrad State University and graduated in 1953. Then he studied at the 

correspondence institute for advanced training in technical devices. 

 

Doctor of Physics and Mathematical Sciences since 1962, Doctor of Sciences since 1966, Senior 

Researcher since 1966, Professor since 1968, Honored Scientist of the RSFSR (Russian Soviet Federal 

Republic) since 1988. 

 

After graduating from the university, he worked as a research assistant at several institutes of the USSR 

Academy of Sciences, where he was engaged in research of especially pure substances. He wrote several 

monographs on this topic. At the same time he taught at the Leningrad Pedagogical Institute and the 

Department of Advanced Training of the Vavilov State Optical Institute. Since 1967, he held the position 

of head of the department in institutions of higher learning in Leningrad (later St. Petersburg). In the 

1970s, he was the scientific secretary of the sections of several interdepartmental councils under the 

Presidium of the USSR Academy of Sciences and a member of the editorial council of one of the editorial 

offices of the Metallurgy publishing house. In 1993-1994 and 1997 he taught part-time in Germany as a 

visiting professor. 

 

In 2000 he suffered a heart attack and had to temporarily limit his scientific and teaching activities. After 

rehabilitation, he was a professor at the North-West Institute of Printing of the St. Petersburg State 

University of Technology and Design, a member of the Academic Council in charge of awarding a 

doctoral degree at the K. Tsiolkovsky Russian State Technological University. In 2001, he received a 

certificate of registration as an expert in the scientific and technical sphere. In 2002-2003 - Executive 

Secretary of the journal "Bulletin of the North-West Branch of the Russian Academy of Natural 

Sciences". 

 

Member of scientific societies and academies. : Corresponding Member of the Petrovskaya Academy 

since 1993, Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences (RANS) since 1994, 

full member of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences since 1996, full member of the Academy of 

Informatization of Education and member of the Presidium of its St. Petersburg branch since 1996 , full 

member of the Academy of History of Science and Technology since 2004, member of the European 

Association of Educational Researchers. Member of the Interregional Union of Writers of the Russian 

Federation. 
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Awards: the Inventor of the USSR badge, badge of the Ministry of Higher Learning "For excellent 

success in work" (1986), jubilee silver medal in honor of the 10th anniversary of the Russian Academy of 

Natural Sciences (2003). 

 

Author of numerous scientific and popular science books and publications, as well as memoirs of 

autobiographical and genealogical nature. 

 

Vladimir Romanenko died on September 28, 2017. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

“Євреї Білої Церкви (середина XIX – початок XX ст.): просопографічний довідник” / укладач 

Є. Чернецький - - Біла Церква: Вид. Пшонківський О. В., - P. 505 

(“Jews of Belaya Tserkov (mid-19th - early 20th centuries): a prosopographic reference book” / compiled 

by E. Chernetsky)  

 

Russian – 

Autobiography: https://vladimirromanenko.ru/bio/&tc 

 

Романенко В. Н. Семейные предания. – Санкт-Петербург: Норма, 2006. – С. 30-34 

(Romanenko V. N., Family legends)  

 

Dan (Daniel) Shechtman, born in 1941 

 

Israeli physicist and chemist. 

 

Born on January 24, 1941 in Tel Aviv. His father, Yitzhak Shechtman, was a repatriate, worked as a 

printer in a printing house. His mother Natania Asher belonged to a family of one of the first settlers that 

came from Ukraine to Eretz Israel in 1906. Her father was Zeev Asher (Wolf Poberezhkin), a resident of 

Belaya Tserkov, a political, trade union and public figure, head of a publishing house (see a separate 

essay about him in the section "Politicians, statesmen and public figures"). D. Shechtman grew up in Bat 

Yam and Petah Tikva. His parents divorced when he was a teenager. 

 

D. Shechtman began his higher education at the Technion, where he achieved a bachelor's degree in 1966, 

a master's degree in 1968, and a doctoral degree (PhD) in 1972. Then D. Shechtman's independent 

research work began, mainly related to the USA. For three years, he investigated the characteristics of 

titanium aluminides at the AFRL laboratory at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (Ohio, USA). From 1975 

he worked at the Department of Materials Sciences of the Technion. During 1981-1983 D. Shechtman 

was on sabbatical at Johns Hopkins University, where, in collaboration with the NIST (National Institute 

of Standards and Technology), he was engaged in the discovery of fast-cooled aluminum alloys with 

transition materials. As a result, the icosahedral phase was discovered with the subsequent discovery of 

quasiperiodic crystals. In 1992-1994, D. Shechtman was on sabbatical at the NIST, where he investigated 

the influence of defective structures of crystals generated by chemical vapor deposit on their growth and 

characteristics. Since 2004, D. Shechtman worked at the Ames Laboratory at the University of Iowa, 

where he spent four to five months a year. 

 

He was awarded Prizes of the Friedenberg Foundation in Physics (1986), James McGrudy for Research in 

New Materials (1987), American Physics Society (1988), Rothschild (1988), Israel State Prize in Physics 

(1998), Wolf Prize in Physics (1999), Grigory Aminov (2000), EMET (2000) and the European Materials 

Research Society (2008). In 2011, D. Shechtman received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for the discovery 

of quasicrystals. 

 

https://vladimirromanenko.ru/bio/&tc
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In 1996, D. Shechtman was elected a member of the Israeli Academy of Sciences, in 2000 - a member of 

the US National Technical Academy, in 2004 - a member of the European Academy of Sciences. Since 

2014, he has headed the International Scientific Council of Tomsk Polytechnic University. In 2016 he 

became a foreign member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 

 

On January 17, 2014, D. Shechtman announced his decision to run in the then presidential elections in 

Israel, but lost them already in the first round (scored 1 vote out of 120). In 2016, he signed an open letter 

from the Nobel laureates calling on Greenpeace, the United Nations and governments around the world to 

stop the fight against genetically modified organisms. 

 

Professor D. Shechtman's hobby is making jewelry. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian –  

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Данієль_Шехтман 

 

Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Шехтман,_Дан 

 

English – 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Shechtman 

 

Hebrew – 

https://he.wikipedia.org 

 

 

Victor Radzinsky, born in 1947  

 

Son of Yevsey and Sophia, nee Shor. Born on September 8, 1947 in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

In 1964 he graduated from the Kyiv Medical School No. 1, in 1970 - from the Kyiv Medical Institute. In 

1970-1985 he worked as a doctor, obstetrician-gynecologist, head of the maternity department of the 

Kyiv City Clinical Hospital No. 22. 

 

In 1975 he defended his PhD thesis "Respiratory function of placental mitochondria depending on various 

methods of labor stimulation", in 1985 - his doctoral dissertation "Features of the development of 

placental insufficiency in obstetric and extragenital pathology." 

 

He served as head of the Scientific Research Institute for Maternal and Child Health Protection of the 

Ministry of Health Protection of the Turkmen SSR and was head of the Department of Obstetrics and 

Gynecology at different Medical Institutes.  

 

Author of 38 monographs, 6 manuals and other educational publications for obstetricians and 

gynecologists. In total, he published over 350 scientific papers. He was the scientific supervisor of 146 

PhD dissertations, advised 43 doctoral dissertations. 

 

Member of international and Russian scientific societies, editor-in-chief and member of editorial boards 

of a number of scientific journals. Honored Scientist of the Russian Federation, Corresponding Member 

of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Full Member of the NAS (National Academy of Sciences) of 

Ukraine. 

 

SOURCES 

https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Данієль_Шехтман
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Шехтман,_Дан
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Shechtman
https://he.wikipedia.org/
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Russian – 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Радзинский,_Виктор_Евсеевич 

 

ENTREPRENEURS AND INDUSTRIALISTS 

 

Nachman Bialik 

 

Son of Mikhel. 

 

He belonged to the most famous Belaya Tserkov entrepreneurs and philanthropists of the late 19th - early 

20th centuries. Kyiv merchant of the first guild, timber merchant. 

 

During 1891-1893, the merchant Nachman Bialik is remembered in connection with a sawmill near 

Korostyshev in the Radomysl district of the Kyiv gubernia. The scale of N. Bialik's activities is evidenced 

not only by his high status as a Kyiv merchant of the first guild, but also by the fact that in 1893 his 

attorney petitioned the Kyiv provincial government to allow N. Bialik to have three clerks in Kyiv. No 

doubt they were Jews, as Kyiv was not included in the so-called "Pale of Settlement" and Jews living in 

this city (even temporary) presupposed that they had special permits. 

 

In 1896, Nachman Bialik received permission from the Construction Department of the Kyiv provincial 

government to equip a butter mill on Alexandriyskaya Street (A. Navrotski's property). Its technical 

improvement continued at least until the fall of 1901. It was the first time when electricity was used at an 

Belaya Tserkov enterprise. Obtaining permission and the implementation of this innovative at that time 

technology continued in 1898-1901. This fact certainly testifies to the forward looking scientific and 

technical views of the butter mill owner. 

 

In 1902, Nachman Bialik was among the real estate owners who received permission to install electicity 

in their houses on Skvernaya Street (later Klubnaya, Karl Marx and, eventually, Les Kurbas Street). From 

the 1896 list of Belaya Tserkov property owners it is known that Nachman Bialik owned three houses on 

Skvernaya Street. 

 

At the beginning of the 20th century, N. Bialik was among those who encouraged the opening of a 

savings and credit society in Belaya Tserkov. The goal was to expand small-scale lending to local 

entrepreneuris in order to activate the local economy. At the same time, N. Bialik was ready to provide 

the necessary funds to start the implementation of this project. 

 

The most famous project of Nachman Bialik as a philanthropist was the new Belaya Tserkov Jewish 

hospital. He offered his services and in 1902-1903 purchased for it a property on 1st Kyivskaya Street 

(now Yaroslav Mudry Street) and financed the construction. In general, he spent 30,000 rubles on this 

project. On December 21, 1903, the grand opening of the new hospital took place. Its gates were 

decorated with the inscription "Belaya Tserkov Jewish hospital, built at the expense of Nachman Bialik." 

It should be noted that this building became the basis for the construction of a large medical institution 

over time - the 1st Belaya Tserkov Hospital. 

 

In 1906 N. Bialik was included in the list of Belaya Tserkov citizens who were eligible to vote in the 

elections to the State Duma. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian— 

Євреї Білої Церкви (середина XIX – початок XX ст.): просопографічний довідник / укладач 

Є. Чернецький. – Біла Церква: Видавець Пшонківський О. В., 2018. – С. 151 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Радзинский,_Виктор_Евсеевич
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(“Jews of Belaya Tserkov (mid-19th - early 20th centuries): a prosopographic reference book” / compiled 

by E. Chernetsky)  

 

Стародуб О., Чернецький Є., Бондар А., Ярмола О., Будівельна історія Білої Церкви XI–XXI 

століть. – Т. 1: Від середньовічного граду до сучасного міста. – Біла Церква: Видавець 

Пшонківський О. В., 2017. – С. 191-192, 198, 199, 231. 

(Starodub O., Chernetsky E., Bondar A., Yarmola O., Construction history of Belaya Tserkov of 11th – 

21st centuries)  

 

SPORTS 

 

David Bronstein, 1924-2006 

 

One of the most famous chess players of the 20th century. 

 

Son of Yona. Born on February 19, 1924 in Belaya Tserkov. There he spent his early childhood. There 

his grandfather taught him to play chess. He was 6 years old at the time. 

 

In the early 1930s, the Bronstein family moved from Belaya Tserkov to Kyiv. Here David studied at 

school, here a circle of his friends was formed. In the Kyiv Palace of Pioneers, he seriously took up chess 

under the guidance of the renown international master Alexander Constantinopolsky. The best memories 

of David Bronstein's youth are connected with Kyiv. Until the end of his life, he considered the house on 

Pushkinskaya Street his little homeland. 

 

The carefree years ended in 1937. David's father, Yona Bronstein, was arrested. Subsequently, the son of 

the "enemy of the people" was not destined to study mathematics at Kyiv University as he dreamed. All 

that was left for him to do was chess, and David made it his destiny. Already at the age of 15, D. 

Bronstein took second place at the Kyiv Championship, and at the age of 16 - the third at the Ukrainian 

Chess Championship. This success earned him the Soviet title of Master. 

 

During the Second World War, David Bronstein was not drafted due to nearsightedness and set out from 

Kyiv on foot, not hoping for organized evacuation. He ended up in Tbilisi, escaping the fate of thousands 

of Jews who were shot at Babi Yar. Far away from the front lines, David worked as a handyman in 

construction. At the end of the war, D. Bronstein continued his chess studies, and eventually received a 

graduate degree from the Leningrad Polytechnic Institute. 

 

D. Bronstein's victory in a game against the future world champion Mikhail Botvinnik in the 1944 USSR 

Championship earned him a place in the world chess elite. The following year, he took third place in the 

USSR Championship and won both games in the USSR-USA radio match. Since then, David Bronstein's 

chess career was developing quite rapidly. In 1948 he won the Saltsjobaden Interzonal Tournament. In 

1948-1949 he became the champion of the USSR twice in a row, and in 1950 he became a grandmaster. 

 

The victory in Saltsjobaden gave D. Bronstein a ticket to the 1950 Candidates Tournament in Budapest. 

The following year, David Bronstein took part in the match for the world champion title that took place in 

Moscow. The fight against Mikhail Botvinnik was intense - the leader changed four times. However, the 

final set of 12:12 did not bring David victory, because according to the rules, a draw left the world title to 

its owner. At the same time D. Bronstein proved that he was one of the best chess players in the world. 

Experts still consider him to be one of the greatest and most original chess players of all time.    

 

In the following years, D. Bronstein successfully played in the most prestigious world tournaments, where 

he was greatly helped by his fluency in several European languages. He was a four-time winner of the 

World Chess Olympiads, twice a European champion, and six times a Moscow champion. 
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Outside of the large-scale tournament practice, David Bronstein became one of the most active 

popularizers of chess in the USSR. For many years he had a chess column in the Izvestia newspaper, and 

also published many popular and educational books. He is an author of the best chess textbooks of the 

20th century. 

 

David Bronstein seriously studied chess theory so it is not surprising that two opening variations in the 

Caro-Kann Defense and the Scandinavian Defense are named after him. He was one of the first 

supporters and popularizers of rapid chess. We also thank mainly David Bronstein for such an integral 

element of modern chess as a digital chess clock. With the advent of computer technology in the chess 

world, David became interested in playing against the computer and achieved good results. 

 

In everyday life D. Bronstein was a very modest person. His first wife was Marina. After her death, 

grandmaster Olga Mikhailovna Ignatieva became his second wife. After Olga's death, he married a third 

time. It took place in 1983. Tatiana was the daughter of his close friend and chess colleague Isaac 

Boleslavsky. She graduated from the Minsk Conservatory (art critic) and worked as an assistant professor 

at the Belarusian State University. David Bronstein had no children. 

 

At the end of his life D. Bronstein still played well. For example, at the age of 70, he won the Hastings 

tournament (1994-1995). However, it became increasingly difficult to play, in particular, due to financial 

problems. Actually, D. Bronstein's move in the 1990s to his wife in Belarus was caused by the meager 

pension he received in the independent Russian Federation. 

 

The last years of David Bronstein's life were difficult. Hypertension increasingly affected his health. It 

was difficult for him to walk, he had poor eyesight due to glaucoma. But the grandmaster, who was 

ascetic in everyday life, refused treatment on principle and did not take medications. 

 

David Ionovich died of a stroke on December 5, 2006 in Minsk. He was buried at the Chizhovsky 

cemetery. 

 

Until the end of his life, David Bronstein considered himself a Kyiv resident. For example, he once said: 

“I have always played by the rules, but out of a sense of contradiction, which is characteristic of many 

people in Kyiv, I declared that I was looking for exceptions from the rules”. We hope that he also 

remembered Belaya Tserkov, where he learned how to place pieces on a chessboard for the first time... 
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LOCAL PERSONALITIES OF THE 20th CENTURY 

 

Vera Spivak, 1909-2009 

 

Daughter of Jacob. Born on November 28, 1909 in Odessa. 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Бронштейн,_Давид_Ионович
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Bronstein
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After completing the seven-year school, she entered the private Odessa Conservatory, which was renamed 

under the Bolsheviks into music courses at a music vocational school. At the same time she worked at the 

Odessa Telegraph. After completing the music courses, she went to study in Moscow, at the Ippolitov-

Ivanov Music School. 

 

She studied music all her life, worked before and after her studies in various positions: 1930-1938 - for 

hire at the Sokolnicheskaya Exemplary School (Moscow), from December 7, 1938 to June 1, 1939 - 

accompanist of the Moscow House of Amateur Arts, from 5 August 1939 to October 15, 1940 - pianist of 

the Sumy Regional Puppet Theater, from October 1940 to June 1941 - in Stalinabad (now Dushanbe, 

Tajikistan). 

 

At the beginning of the Second World War, she returned to Odessa. In August 1941, she was first 

evacuated to the Kuban, where she worked for a short time in an orphanage. Then - to Kattakurgan 

(Uzbekistan): from September 25, 1942 to March 18, 1947 she worked as a music teacher and instructor 

in orphanage No. 15. There she was engaged with children in amateur performances, created a choir, 

organized a children's theater, staged several performances. 

 

From April 4, 1947 to December 1, 1948, she worked as a music teacher at a Tashkent school for blind 

children. From December 2, 1948 to July 1954, she was a music director and music instructor at the 

Kattakurgan Orphanage No. 15. 

 

From August 16, 1954 to August 21, 1971 she taught music theory and was an accompanist at the music 

school No. 1 (Belaya Tserkov). She taught the piano class, as well as solfeggio, and musical literature. 

 

After retiring, she did not give up teaching but gave music lessons at home. She had 50 students who 

became professional musicians. Among them is the composer Alexander Zlotnik. 

 

Author of two collections of poetry: "Untreated Flowers" (2003), "If the Heart is Alive" (2006). 

 

In 2009, the name of Vera Spivak was included into the Golden Fund of Belaya Tserkov. 

 

V. Spivak died on December 9, 2009..   
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Nuhim (Naum) Tonkonohy, 1924-1996. 

 

Son of Gersh, the son of Joseph, and Klara, daughter of Naum. Born in Belaya Tserkov in April 1924. 

Also known as Naum, son of Gregory. 

 

His father Gersh (later also Gregory) Tonkonohy was born in 1893. Graduated from the Belaya Tserkov 

Jewish School. Served in the First World War as part of the Russian Imperial Army (infantry). 

Participated in the Brusilov Breakthrough. He was captured, but escaped on the third attempt. After 

returning to Belaya Tserkov, he served in the Red Army. His son Naum Tonkonohy wrote about his 

father in his memoirs: "He ended the civil war as a commissar of a separate battalion, and went to the 
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reserve as commissar of a regiment." Then he served as deputy chairman of the Insurance Fund. Gersh 

died in 1932 at the age of 39. It is known that Gersh had a brother who also graduated from the Belaya 

Tserkov Jewish School. Gersh’s brother and his wife played in an amateur theater that gave performances 

at the Builders' Club (opposite the Central City Library). 

 

Nuhim's mother, Klara, daughter of Naum (1895-1955), founded then headed the kindergarten opened in 

1938 (in a two-storey house in the courtyard of the current Belaya Tserkov Pedagogical College on 

Yaroslav Mudry Street). Her portrait, created by her son in 1957, is preserved in the Belaya Tserkov 

Museum of Local History. 

 

Until Gersh’s death, the Tonkonohy family lived on Melnichnaya Street. N. Tonkonohy wrote about their 

home at that time: "Now this house is gone, a collection point for glass bottle return is in its place, and the 

asphalt has replaced the sonorous pavement slabs." The mentioned collection point was located opposite 

Militseyskaya Street (now Preobrazhenskaya Street), and in its place, after the death of N. Tonkonohy, a 

shopping and office center was built (11 Gagarin Street). Thanks to this data, we can assume that Gersh 

was a descendant of one of the heirs of Benyumin Tonkonohy, son of Zelman, who left behind (at the end 

of the 19th century) a house and a cottage on Melnichnaya Street, 37. Some time after Gersh‘s death his 

widow and son moved to a house at 22 Gorky Street (now the Palace of Culture of the Belaya Tserkov 

namufacturer of agricultural equipment). 

 

Nukhim finished nine grades of school No. 1. Together with his mother, he left Belaya Tserkov during 

the evacuation, which he described in his memoirs: “We walked to Rakitne about forty kilometers from 

Belaya Tserkov, and there we boarded the first freight train we came across that consisted of open-top 

cars and and several boxcars. Women, old men and children walked in the column, glancing at the clear 

and therefore frightening sky. " 

 

He participated in the Second World War as part of the Red Army (under the name Tonkonohy Nuhim 

Gershovich). Called up in August 1942 by the Kattakurgan District military commissariat (Kattakurgan, 

Samarkand region, Uzbek SSR). At the end of 1942 he graduated from the Tashkent Infantry School. A 

senior sergeant, he served on the Bryansk front as a gunner of a 45-millimeter gun platoon of anti-tank 

guns of the 457th rifle regiment of the 129th rifle division of the 11th Shock Army. On July 11, 1942, 

during the battles for Mtsensk, Oryol region, he was wounded in the arm. On the road to the sanitary 

battalion he was blown up by a mine, and after a serious injury the left leg had to be amputated. He ended 

up in a hospital in Kazan, where he was commissioned for disability. The decree of the Presidium of the 

Supreme Soviet of the USSR of May 4, 1945 awarded him the medal "For Military Merit". He returned 

from the war as a disabled person of the II group. 

 

N. Tonkonohy returned to Belaya Tserkov in 1945. In 1946 he graduated from the first year of the Belaya 

Tserkov Pedagogical College. In 1946-1951 he continued his studies at the correspondence department of 

the Kyiv Teachers' Institute and taught Russian at schools No. 4 and No. 2. He survived the hunger of 

1946-1947. 

 

In 1951 N. Tonkonohy married Elena Fedorovna Lavrusheva. Having moved to the suburbs, he worked 

as a librarian in Lyubertsy. In 1954, he worked as a teacher in Tovarkovo, Tula Region. In the 1950s he 

graduated from courses at the N.K. Krupskaya All-Russian House of Folk Art. In the 1960s, he worked as 

a drawing and drafting teacher at a school in Sudka, Kursk region. 

 

Finally, N. Tonkonohy returned to Belaya Tserkov after his retirement in 1978. He was engaged in social 

work. According to the award documents dated April 6, 1985, he was awarded the Order of the Great 

Patriotic War, 1st degree. Is known as an amateur artist, one of the organizers of the city club of amateur 

artists (operated since 1984). Participated in both city and regional art exhibitions (specifically in Kyiv, 

Kanev, Pereyaslav-Khmelnitsky). For this activity N. Tonkonohy was awarded many certificates, 

diplomas and gratitude. He lived at 93 Shevchenko Street, apt. 77. 
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N. Tonkonohy was fascinated by the idea of keeping the old Belaya Tserkov in his drawings and 

memories. He devoted many years to attain this goal and left a rich heritage of local history, which he 

dreamed of publishing as a separate book, but was unable to accomplish it. Therefore, he published 

individual articles in the local press. In January 1995 he handed over his art and local history heritage to 

the Belaya Tserkov Museum of Local History. We are talking about the albums "My Hometown", 

"Streets of Our City", "Post No. 1" and "Post No. 2", as well as written memoirs. The artistic heritage of 

N. Tonkonohy includes 420 color and black-and-white drawings (grouped in 10 albums) dedicated to the 

landscapes of the pre-war and post-war Belaya Tserkov. In total, the Belaya Tserkov Museum of Local 

History contains more than 660 of his drawings. Most of them are the only known images of long-gone 

buildings. Thanks to the monumental work of N. Tonkonohy, his drawings that are nearly as accurate as 

photographs and technical drawings, and also thanks to his very substantive memoirs, one can visualize 

the entire historical center of Belaya Tserkov both in the 1920s and 1930s and at the beginning of the 20th 

century. 

 

N. Tonkonohy died in 1996. 

 

In 2004-2006 the Belaya Tserkov Museum of Local History published one of the works of N. Tonkonohy 

- “My native city. Origins” without illustrations (No.3 and No.5 of “Yuriiv’s Chronicle”). Six illustrations 

were published in the same edition (No. 5) in an article by Valentina Kozachenko dedicated to the artistic 

heritage of N. Tonkonohy.      
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Izyaslav Salman, born in 1927 

 

Born on May 29, 1927 in Belaya Tserkov in a working class family. 

 

In 1941 he finished seven grades in Belaya Tserkov. In the same year, he was evacuated with his parents 

to Leninskoye, Frunzenskaya oblast, Kirghiz SSR. There, in 1944 he graduated with excellent marks from 

the local secondary school and was accepted to the first year of the Leningrad Electrotechnical Institute of 

Signaling and Communication, with its branch in Frunze (now Bishkek). But due to the difficult financial 

situation, he had to quit his studies. He returned to Belaya Tserkov. 

 

In 1946-1948 he worked as an auxiliary worker in the Belaya Tserkov printing house. 

 

In 1947 he entered the All-Union Moscow Correspondence Law Institute, a branch of which functioned 

in Kyiv, and graduated in 1952 with a recommendation for post-graduate school. In 1954 he graduated 

with honors from the Kyiv State Pedagogical Institute of Foreign Languages. 

 

He began his teaching career in 1952, teaching law and political economy to students of the Belaya 

Tserkov accounting school. In February 1954, he was accepted as a teacher at the Department of Land 

and Collective Farm Law of the Belarusian Central Agricultural Institute. In September 1954 he became a 

teacher of foreign languages at the same educational institution. 

 

In 1969 he defended his thesis for the PhD degree in legal sciences. 

 

Worked at the Bila Tserkva National Agrarian University (BNAU) in different positions from lecturer to 

the head of the department of civil law disciplines.  

 

Since 2002 - Honored Lawyer of Ukraine, full member of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, member 

of the New York Academy of Sciences, Doctor of Jurisprudence at the International Personnel Academy 

(Kyiv) and the Open University or California (USA), Professor. 

http://podvignaroda.ru/?#tab=navHome
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Author of over 120 scientific and educational publications. 

 

He was a member of the team of authors who compiled the program of the course "Fundamentals of Law 

for Higher Agricultural Institutions" of the former USSR, was one of the developers of the Land Code of 

Ukraine, was the organizer of several state and international conferences held at the Department of Law. 

 

He worked on the textbook "Jurisprudence in Schemes" for students of institutions of higher learning of 

3-4 levels of accreditation. Supervised the training of doctoral candidates. Member of the Academic 

Council of the University, Academic Council of the Law Department, Chairman of the Methodological 

Commission of the Law Department. 

 

For his contribution to the development of land legislation of Ukraine, the Academy of Sciences of 

Ukraine awarded Izyaslav Salman the Platon medal. Has both Soviet and independent Ukraine awards: 

the "Veteran of Labor" medal, the "For Valiant Labor in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945" medal, 

the "50 Years of Liberation of Ukraine" commemorative medal, "50 Years of Victory in the Great 

Patriotic War" 1941-1945 ", badge of the President of Ukraine, medal" Defender of the Fatherland ", 

jubilee medal "60 years of liberation of Ukraine from the Nazi invaders.” 

  

By the decision of the board of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy of Ukraine dated May 29, 2007 he was 

awarded the "Badge of Honor". On May 29, 2007, by the decision of the main department of the agro-

industrial complex of the Kyiv Regional State Administration he was awarded the "Best Worker" badge 

for a significant contribution to the development of the agro-industrial complex.  

 

By the decision of the Belaya Tserkov City Council in 2007, for his services to the city, his name was 

included in the Golden Fund. For services to the university, he was awarded the BNAU badge "For 

wisdom, dignity, dedication". 
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FAMOUS PERSONALITIES OF THE BELAYA TSERKOV COMMUNITY 

 

Anatoly Klurfeld, 1921-2006 

 

Son of Efim. Born in Kyiv on April 1, 1921. Received a theater education. 

 

“He was a very cheerful person, he knew a lot of funny jokes and fables. For a political joke he told in 

company of peers he was sent to prison for 10 years. He was released in 1948 and banned from living in 

the capital. Then he with his mother and younger brother moved to Belaya Tserkov. On January 22, 1948, 

Anatoly Efimovich was hired by the cooperative (later it became a sewing factory named after March 8) 

and worked there until mid-June 2001. 

 

In the same 1948 A. Klurfeld took up amateur performances in the cooperative. He started with the 

Rovesnik propaganda team. In 1953, Anatoly Efimovich recruited applicants to the drama club, which 

later grew into a folk theater, annually confirming the title of a national one. During his creative career as 

a director, Anatoly Efimovich wrote more than 115 scripts that, without exception, were produced on 

stage. 
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His propaganda team was involved in concerts at all public holidays and traveled around the Kyiv region 

with concerts; played in Moscow. There were competitions, all kinds of regional, city, regional and all-

Union shows of amateur performances. The performances played Ukrainian, Russian and foreign classics. 

Side shows and individual concert programs were played. 

 

An opportunity to register Jewish communities opened in 1989. And A.E. Klurfeld was elected to the 

board of the community in Belaya Tserkov. As a director, he created the Jewish theater "Gute Freint", 

which means "good friends" in Yiddish (September 1989). The theater involved 51 people. The theater 

has existed for over 10 years and achieved significant creative successes. 

 

In 2001 Anatoly Klurfeld with his daughter Mila and her family joined his son in Philadelphia. 

 

In the USA, Anatoly Efimovich played in the Mikhoels folk theater. He took an active part in all 

performances and events. Once, going to the next rehearsal, he fell in the hallway of his apartment and 

instantly died from a pain shock. It happened on the morning of June 9, 2006.    

 

Khariton Berman, 1923-2007 

 

Son of Abram. Born on November 17, 1923 in Rovno (then part of Poland) in an office worker’s family. 

 

In 1941 he graduated from the Rovno secondary school No. 1. He entered the Stalingrad Medical Institute 

(now Volgograd, Russian Federation). In 1942 he interrupted his studies to fight in the Second World 

War, was a paramedic of a regiment. In his frontline biography there are the 2nd Ukrainian Front, the 

Battle of Stalingrad, wounds and awards. In 1945 he resumed his studies at the Kyiv Medical Institute, 

which he graduated in 1949. 

 

In 1949-1953 he was the head of the Onufrievsky district department of health protection (Kirovograd 

region). In 1953 he moved to Belaya Tserkov. From 1953 to 1968 he was a general practitioner at the 2nd 

and 1st city hospital. 1968-1998 – head of the internal medicine department and cardiologist at the 1st 

city hospital.  

 

The medical work of Khariton Berman was continued by his son Arkady Berman (gynecologist). 

 

Khariton Berman was an active participant in the city's public life. In 1989, he organized and headed until 

2007 the Society of Jewish Culture named after Sholem Aleichem under the direction of the Jewish 

community of Belaya Tserkov. Was elected a deputy of the Belaya Tserkov City Council in 1990 and 

1994. He was the chairman of the internal medicine association of Belaya Tserkov. 

 

The selfsacrifising work of Khariton Berman to preserve and enhance the cultural heritage of the Jewish 

people and to strengthen neighborly relations between Jews, Ukrainians and other nationalities received 

recognition far beyond the borders of our city. He was elected vice-president of the Kyiv Regional Jewish 

Community, a member of the Council of the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine and the Council of the 

United Jewish Community of Ukraine. 

 

Not only residents of Belaya Tserkov and readers of Ukrainian publications knew Khariton Berman, who 

was fluent in seven European languages. His deeply reasoned, talented articles on cultural issues were 

read with interest in Poland, Germany, Israel, USA, Canada, Argentina, Australia and other countries. In 

2002, he was awarded the honorary title of "Best Journalist of the Year" by the Jewish Council of 

Ukraine. By the decision of the executive committee of the Belaya Tserkov City Council of November 

17, 2003, Khariton Berman was awarded the title of "Honorary Citizen of Belaya Tserkov" for his 

significant contribution to the solution of socio-economic issues and cultural development, for active 

social activities, and significant service to the community. 
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He died on August 15, 2007. 
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Zakhar Pavlotsky, 1929-2000 

 

Son of Lev. Born on August 8, 1929. 

 

Together with Kh. Berman, he was the co-organizer of the revival of the Jewish community. His wife 

Maria was a faithful helper in community work. The first minyans gathered in their hospitable house on 

Gogol Street and regularly held Saturday prayers. Rabbis from Israel, Kyiv, Zhitomir, as well as 

representatives of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (Joint) also came there more than 

once. First social aid – parcels with food from charitable organizations – were also distributed at the 

Pavlotskys' house. Maria Lvovna kept a journal where she recorded local Jews. Thus, the community 

began to revive. Thanks to that almost underground work, the Joint decided to help the Jewish community 

of Belaya Tserkov to declare itself officially after decades of oblivion. 

 

Z. Pavlotsky was the initiator and organizer of many good deeds in the community. A caring person, he 

knew every member of the community. Anyone could ask him for help and advice at any time. He knew 

everyone’s needs and tried to help. He always showed concern for the elderly Jews from the nursing 

home. He managed to attract businessmen and influential Jews of the city to help the community. 

 

The Jewish cemetery was the subject of Zakhar Pavlotsky’s special attention. Thanks to his efforts, the 

city administration allocated part of the cemetery for new Jewish burials. 

 

He was an expert on the Jewish history of the city, summarized material about the contribution of Jews to 

the development of the light industry of Belaya Tserkov and to health protection. 

 

Zakhar Lvovich maintained close contacts with representatives of the city's mass media: radio, television, 

newspapers. He was published in Jewish newspapers. He paid much attention to educational activities, 

and wanted the Jews to know well their traditions and culture. 

 

Zakhar Pavlotsky died in Belaya Tserkov on March 31, 2000. His gravestone reads: “Your heart was 

given to people. The memory of you is eternal. Grieving wife, children, grandchildren. " 

 

Semyon Zlobinsky, born in 1933 

 

Son of Joseph. Born on July 26, 1933 in Gorodnya, Chernigov region. 

 

In 1941-1945 he was evacuated to Kazakhstan. In 1949 he finished 7 grades in Bakhmach, Chernigov 

region. In 1949 he enrolled in the Construction Department of the Kyiv Industrial College and after 2 

years - the Konotop Construction College, from which he successfully graduated in 1953. He started 

working in 1954. From October 1954 to June 1956 he served in the Soviet Army. 

 

In August 1956, he began his career in the system of the Kyiv Regional Administration. In 1958-1959 he 

worked as a foreman of the site of reinforced concrete structures of the construction department No. 3 

(from the beginning of 1959 - a reinforced concrete plant of the open-site type), after the plant was 
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transferred to the Kyiv Regional Administration (April 1, 1959) he was appointed head of production of 

the plant (since 1960 - house-building plant). In 1961 he was appointed chief engineer of the 

Belotserkovsky house-building plant of the Kyiv Regional Administration (since March 1963 - the 

Belotserkovpromzhilstroy Administration) 

 

In 1970 he completed the corresponding graduate program of the Dnepropetrovsk Civil Engineering 

Institute. 

 

From March 1964 – head of the house-building plant, from April 1968 - head of the Stroydetal plant of 

the Belotserkovpromzhilstroy Administration (from January 1970 - the Belotserkovkhimstroy 

Administration), from November 1973 - head of the Belotserkovsky house-building plant of the 

Kyivoblpromstroy (in 1983- 1991 – the house-building plant named after the 60th anniversary of the 

USSR). 

 

During the period of his leadership, new capacities were introduced at the house-building plant, the 

reconstruction of the large panel house-building plant was carried out. Since 1976, the enterprise was the 

first among the construction companies in Ukraine to switch to performing all construction and 

installation on its own. 

 

After the creation in April 1988 of the design and construction association Belotserkovzhilstroy on the 

basis of the Belaya Tserkov and Brovary house-building plants, he was appointed its general manager. He 

remained in this position until his retirement in 1996. 

 

Was elected as a deputy of the Belaya Tserkov City Council in 1969, 1971, 1973, 1980, 1982, 1985, 

1987, 1990 and 1994. Semyon Zlobinsky is an Honorary Citizen of Belaya Tserkov. This title was 

awarded to him by the decision of the executive committee of the Belaya Tserkov City Council of 

People's Deputies on June 22, 1993 for his services in the social and economic development of the city 

and active participation in public life. He is also an Honorary Citizen of Vasilkov, twice laureate of the 

State Prize of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, Honored Builder of the Ukrainian SSR (1980), was 

awarded two Orders of the Red Banner of Labor, twice - medals "For Valiant Labor". In independent 

Ukraine, he was awarded the badge "Hero-rescuer of the Chernobyl accident", the Honorary Badge of the 

President of Ukraine, the Order of Merit III degree. 

 

He emigrated to the United States with his family. 

 

SOURCES 

 

Ukrainian – 

Бондар А. Почесні громадяни Білої Церкви // Білоцерківський біографічний словник. Матеріали / 
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https://vasilkovsecret.wordpress.com/2019/06/13/zlobinskiy 

 

Alexander Podolsky, 1960-2016 

 

Son of Mikhail. Born on August 2, 1960 in Belaya Tserkov. 

 

From September 1967 to June 1975 he studied at secondary school No. 6. After school he studied at a 

secondary educational institution specializing in consumer services in Kyiv. In 1978 he graduated and 

was assigned to work in the Belaya Tserkov city household plant, and worked there until 1988. 
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In May-June 1986 he was sent to the Chernobyl nuclear power plant to eliminate the consequences of the 

accident. 

 

In August 1988, he moved to work at the Belaya Tserkov oil depot, and worked there until 1992. From 

the beginning of 1993 he worked at the company specializing in railway transportation of agricultural 

products. 

 

In March 2006, he was elected a deputy of the Belaya Tserkov City Council. He was a member of the 

permanent parliamentary commission for ensuring the rule of law, law and order, and defense work. 

 

In 2010 he was elected a deputy of the Belaya Tserkov District Council for the next term. He was a 

member of the Party of Regions faction until its self-dissolution in March 2014. 

 

In 2012-2016, he headed the Jewish community of Belaya Tserkov. A well-known philanthropist and 

benefactor. He supported the initiative to build a memorial sign to the victims of Holocaust in Belaya 

Tserkov. He did not remain indifferent to the requests for help from the socially unprotected Jews of the 

city. 

 

He died on December 24, 2016 in Belaya Tserkov. Buried at the Belaya Tserkov Kyiv cemetery. 
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TOURIST GUIDE 

 

How does the modern Jewish community of Belaya Tserkov live? 

 

The center of community life in Belaya Tserkov is the school Mitsva-613 (4 Pervomaiskaya St.; the head 

is Natella Andryushchenko), where, in addition to the educational process, meetings of community 

members and guests of the city are also held. 

 

What to read, what to see? 

 

Before visiting Belaya Tserkov, you should watch the film “Shoah. Belaya Tserkov. Shot Childhood" 

with English subtitles (youtube.com/watch?v=OKnoqtPvKJE), and for searching the ancestors - look 

through the book" "Jews of Belaya Tserkov (mid-19th - early 20th centuries): prosopographic guide" 

(content with a list of names is on the website www.mitsva.org.ua). 

 

Whom to ask, who to contact? 

 

Questions arising during travel planning can be asked on the contact page of the website 

www.mitsva.org.ua. During the trip, you can call: +380456333144 (school and community, Monday - 

Friday, from 9 am to 5 pm). We speak Hebrew, English, Ukrainian, Russian. E-mail: B-mitsva-

613@ukr.net, www.mitsva.org.ua. 

 

 

What to take on your trip? 

mailto:B-mitsva-613@ukr.net
mailto:B-mitsva-613@ukr.net
http://www.mitsva.org.ua/
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You should have an English-Ukrainian phrasebook or download an application to your cell phone. 

 

What's the best way to get there? 

 

There is a bus service from Kyiv to Belaya Tserkov daily (from 6 am to 9 pm). The buses depart from the 

railway station. From the Palats Ukraina metro station - regularly, according to the schedule, every 20 

minutes. The duration of the trip is 1-1.5 hours. The cost of the trip ranges from $ 2-3. 

 

Where can you feel the Jewish spirit? 

 

The sights associated with the shtetl in Belaya Tserkov are located on the Torhova Square and adjacent 

streets. Here you can see the Great Synagogue, the Trading Rows, the state-owned Jewish school, as well 

as fragments of private structures that existed in the second half of the 19th - early 20th centuries. The 

Jewish sights of Belaya Tserkov are associated with the activities of the world famous Belaya Tserkov 

Jews, in particular, the dynasty of the Twerski tsadiks, the cantors Pinchas Minkowski and Yossele 

Rosenblatt, the writer Sholem Aleichem. 

 

At the beginning of B. Khmelnitsky Street there are the last two preserved Jewish estates, typical of the 

times of the old town, accessible for sightseeing. These landmarks helped create the image of the shtetl in 

“Shoah. Belaya Tserkov. Shot childhood "(2018). 

 

Also, on the Torhova Square and the surrounding streets, many old houses have been preserved since the 

era of the shtetl in Belaya Tserkov. Among them should be noted such an architectural monument as The 

Hotel. 

 

Where to stay and where to eat? 

 

There are several hotels and restaurants in Belaya Tserkov, that we recommend: 

- “Lepsha Sadiba”, hotel and restaurant: 7 Shevchenko St., +380677657197 (restaurant), +380689904225 

(hotel); 

- “Pentagon”, complex, 155 Alexandriysky Blvd., +380963644403: canteen with homemade dishes and 

coffee house; Coffee Room (+380683620139), Doner (+380674350777); 

- “Pizza Celentano / Potato house”, restaurant, 97 Alexandriysky Blvd., +380456383839, 

+380970383839; 

- “Pizza Celentano”, restaurant, Levanevskogo St., 53-E, +380456377177, +380970004545; 

- “Yucatana”, restaurants: Yukatana Winter Restaurant (137 Alexandriysky Blvd, GPS: 49.810651, 

30.091427) and Yukatana River Terrace (23 Zaporozhskaya Street, GPS: 49.801793, 30.099030), 

+380930882523, e-mail: yukatanacomua@gmail.com; 

- “Tsentralny”, hotel, 15 Alexandriysky Blvd., +380639785671, +380687317877. 

 

Where to get kosher food? 

 

Kosher cuisine in Belaya Tserkov is served at the Mitsva-613 school (4 Pervomayskaya St., +38 0456 

353 144, www.mitsva.org.ua, e-mail: b-mitsva-613@ukr.net). 

 

What to spend money on? 

 

Public organization "Tourist Belaya Tserkov" organizes leisure for guests of the city with discriminating 

tastes. It offers: 

- tours and adventures; 

- carriage rides; 

- kayak trip on the Ros river; 
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- bike tours; 

- flights on balloons and airplanes. 

In addition, we invite you to participate in the annual festivals and cultural and sports events: the 

Alexandria Ball, the Belaya Tserkov Velostka, the Alexandria spectacular balloon festival, etc. 

Contacts: +380980004563, bilatserkvatravel@gmail.com, www.bctravel.com.ua. 

 

What to get here to bring home? 

 

Various souvenirs can be purchased at the Alexandria State Arboretum. Paintings, including paintings on 

Jewish themes, are offered by the Alla Preobrazhenskaya-Roniker Gallery - Alla Art Gallery (3 

Vokzalnaya St., +380503520437, website: alla.org.ua). 

 

Useful words and phrases 

 

Aliyah – the repatriation of Jews to Israel. 

 

Gruzia (from the Polish “gruzy” - the remnants of destroyed buildings, the ruins of the conflagration or 

Yiddish “gruz” - grass) - blocks where the poorest members of the Jewish community once lived, part of 

the modern historical center of Belaya Tserkov, gradually rebuilt mainly with private houses. 

 

Yeshiva – a higher religious educational institution. 

 

Melamed – a teacher in the cheder, also a private religious teacher. 

 

Cheder – an elementary religious school. 
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Popular publication 

 

Evgeny Anatolievich Chernetsky 

 

The world of Jews of Belaya Tserkov: History, Sights, Personalities 

 

The book is published in three languages: English, Russian, Ukrainian 

 

Translation into English by Kristina Syrytsia 

Editors: Natella Andryushchenko, Natalia Symonenko, Bena Shklyanoy  

Set: Evgeny Chernetsky 

Original layout: Yuri Kirillov 

 

Signed for printing: 09/14/2020. Format 60x84 / 16 

Offset paper. Digital printing. Palatino Linotype headset. 

 

Publisher O. Pshonkovsky  

Registration certificate DK No. 1500 dated September 22, 2003 

Tel .: (044) 33-111-42, tel./fax: (0456) 33-21-22 

Email address: janina-book@ukr.net 

 

Evgeny Chernetsky 

Postal address: PO Box 526, Belaya Tserkov, Kyiv region, 

Ukraine, 09117 

Email address: czerniecki.e@gmail.com 

 

Chernetsky E. 

The world of the Jews of Belaya Tserkov: history, sights, personalities. - Belaya Tserkov: Publisher 

O.Pshonkovsky, 2020. - xxx p. 

ISBN-xxx-xxx-xxxx-xx-x 

The book contains a short history of the Jewish community of Belaya Tserkov (16th – 21st centuries), 

data about the sights associated with its activities, collected biographical data about prominent Jews who 

were born or came to Belaya Tserkov, as well as about famous personalities of Belaya Tserkov 

community (after the Second World War). A tourist guide (at the end of the book) contains practical 

information. 

  

 

UDC 930.2 (477.41-21 Belaya Tserkov = 411.16) 
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